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Learning Objectives 

The primary care 
resident/ medical 
student audience will 
be able to: 

1. Identify at least 3 clinical purposes of the MMSE 

2.  List the benefits and limitations of using the MMSE to assess an elderly patient 

3.  Be able to administer and score the MMSE 

4.  Describe implications of the MMSE for treatment decisions 

Content Outline 
(by minute) 

 Overview of the MMSE:  Farrell 

 Example of an MMSE exam:  Farrell as physician; Fath as patient 

 Follow-up discussion:  Farrell moderates 
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Download for the Palm: 
http://www.palmgear.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=software.showsoftware&prodID=12492 

Application of the 
episode content to 
practice 

Published as part of the Reynolds Geriatrics Series for medical students, residents & 
practicing physicians 

 

Evaluation Questions  List the purposes of the MMSE 

 Identify limitations of the MMSE’s use 

 Example of results with scoring options 

 Patient vignette question with treatment decision tree 

Podcast Pearl Topic Adjusting the MMSE to accommodate patients’ educational background or 
computational skills (Dr. Farrell) 

Comments Episode recorded at the SGEA Meeting, Demonstration session, April 19, 2007, 
Louisville, KY 

 
 


