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What is a DOI? 

The new APA citation style manual now requires a 

Digital Object Identifier (DOI). A DOI is an 

unique identifier that provides a persistent link to 

an online article. The DOI is assigned by a 

scholarly publisher and is always associated with 

the article unlike the URL which can change. 

Example: 

 

Bowling, A. C. (2011). Complementary and alternative medicine 

         and multiple sclerosis. Neurologic Clinics, 29(2), 465-480. 

         doi:10.1016/j.ncl.2010.12.006 



What does a DOI look like? 

The DOI is made up of two parts – a prefix and suffix 



Where can you find DOIs? 

There are several ways to find an article’s DOI: 

 

•Some online databases such as PsycINFO or MEDLINE 

will supply DOIs within the citations (if available). 

 

•If a journal publisher uses DOIs, they will usually print the 

DOI on the first page of the article. 



Online Databases 

Look for DOI  
in the citation 



Online Articles 

Usually on 
the first 

page of the 
article 



What if the article you are citing does not have a DOI?  

If there is no DOI on the article or in the database, 

the recommended method is to use CrossRef. 

CrossRef is the official DOI link registration agency 

for scholarly publications. 



Go to  
http://www.crossref.org/gu

estquery 

Type in elements of your 
citation and the website will 

attempt to locate the DOI 



If you have a DOI but do not know how to get the article: 

• Some databases include a DOI search field 

• Go to a DOI resolver such as CrossRef 



DOI Search Field 

Change search field to DOI 
and type in the DOI 



DOI Resolver Go to  
http://www.crossref.org/ 

Type in DOI 



What if you cannot find a DOI?  

Some articles do not have a DOI. The DOI system is fairly 

new, so articles published prior to 2000 are less likely to have 

a DOI. 

 

If the DOI is unavailable, two alternatives are acceptable: 

•Give the exact URL of the article (if it is open access). 

•Give the URL of the journal publisher’s home page (if it is 

from a licensed database). 



For more information about DOIs, 

please see page 188 in the APA 

Publication Manual (6th edition). 



For further assistance, contact a Reference Librarian: 

  

 Amarillo    806-354-5450 

 El Paso    915-545-6650 

 Lubbock    806-743-2200 

 Permian Basin  432-335-5171 

 

  or email mylibrary@ttuhsc.edu 


