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Dear Applicant:


Thank you for your interest in our dermatology residency training program.  We typically receive more than 200 applications, of which only about 25 to 30 are selected for interviews.  We give preference to graduates of medical schools accredited by LCME (Liaison Committee for Medical Education).  All of the applicants we’ve accepted in the past 10 years have come from schools accredited by that organization, and most were in the top quartile of their medical school class.  We are willing to consider applications from candidates who have already had advanced training in specialties such as internal medicine or pediatrics, unlike some programs that do not consider such applicants because of the unfortunate government policy that cuts funding for second residencies. All of our residents are paid and we will not take residents who volunteer to work in unsalaried situations. We do not have any research positions available for candidates hoping to later begin dermatology residency.  All applicants must pass part I of the USMLE examination within 3 attempts prior to acceptance.  Residents must pass part I and II by the end of their PGY – 1 year and part III by March 1 of their PGY – 2 year, within the number of attempts required for Texas licensure. 

Trainees must complete at least a one year PGY – I internship in either pediatrics, internal medicine, surgery, transitional, or some other broad-based discipline acceptable to the American Board of Dermatology, prior to entering our three year dermatology residency program.  Our positions in dermatology to begin July 2010 are already filled.  We have a total of nine dermatology residents in the three-year program.  Our deadline to apply for one of the three PGY – 2 dermatology positions to begin in July 2011 is October 31, 2009 and the national match will occur March 2010.  You may apply for the PGY – 2 dermatology slot alone, or you may also apply through the internal medicine or surgery departments for one of the five one-year PGY – 1 positions here at Texas Tech, to begin July 2010.  The internship and dermatology programs are not linked, and it does not matter to us whether you choose to do your internship PGY – 1 year here or elsewhere.  Interviews will occur for all programs from November 2009 through January 2010.  All applications must be sent electronically through the national ERAS program (www.aamc.org/eras), and we strictly follow the rules of the AAMC matching program.


While the focus of our program lies in training competent clinical dermatologists, we also encourage academic development through participation in clinical studies, clinical research projects, and laboratory research.  The majority of our residents publish studies or case reports, and present their work at state and national meetings.  Several have gone on to surgery or dermatopathology fellowships.  Although most ultimately pursue private practice, we have had five pursue academic careers in recent years.

Residents are involved in staffing our university clinic with about 12,000 outpatient visits per year, as well as the Student Health Clinic, the city’s Sexually Transmitted Disease Clinic, the VA Clinic, and a Lubbock state prison hospital.  Major strengths of the program include dermatologic surgery and dermatopathology.  Training in Mohs surgery for skin cancer is strong, since each resident performs far more cases than average for other programs, and there is no competition for cases from fellows.  Residents also may spend time in the private offices of local dermatologists.  There is an optional two week out of town elective in the third year.  Conferences include Kodachromes, Textbook, Grand Rounds, Dermpath, Journal Club, and Lecture series.  Residents enjoy a liberal policy regarding attendance at state and national meetings with expenses paid by the department.


Located on the 1839-acre campus of Texas Tech University, the Health Sciences Center consists of the Schools of Medicine, Nursing, Allied Health, and Pharmacy.  The School of Medicine has entering classes of 120.  The clinics are a major referral center for a vast region between Dallas and Albuquerque.  This is the only medical school in the western half of Texas.  


Lubbock has a population of 205,000, with a student population of 24,000 and the usual amenities of a university town.  The climate, pleasant year round is moderately dry due to the city’s 3200-foot elevation on the plains of Texas.  There are 260 days of sunshine per year.


We look forward to receiving your application.  For more information on our residents, faculty, publications and presentations, see the Internet site for Texas Tech Health Sciences Center at http://www.ttuhsc.edu or the dermatology department page at http://www.ttuhsc.edu/SOM/Dermatology/.
Cordially, 

Cloyce L. Stetson, M.D.

Associate Professor and Chairman
