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By Mark Hendricks

A Mother And 
Child Reunion 
At Texas Tech 

School Of 
Pharmacy

The scene of a mother accompanying her child to the 
first day of school is a touching one played out mil-
lions of times each year all across the country. Tiny 
hands are held, reassuring hugs are given and joyful 
eyes fill with tears. 

Having raised three children, Donna Boatwright is 
certainly no stranger to such mother-child rituals. 
She watched with pride as her oldest daughter, Mi-
chelle, received a pharmacy degree, and her son, 
Michael, earned his accounting degree. However, 
when her youngest daughter, Melanie, announced 
she would follow in her sister Michelle’s footsteps 
and enroll at Texas Tech School of Pharmacy, Donna 
decided to take the “first day of school” scenario to 
a new level.

“I kind of pushed both of the girls into going to phar-
macy school,” Donna said. “Then, one day I thought to 
myself, ‘If it’s good enough for them — and I really think 
it’s a fascinating field — I’m going to do it myself.’”

FOLLOWING A DREAM
Melanie had dreamed of entering the medical profession in one capacity 
or another for as long as she could remember, but her interest in pharmacy 
was piqued as she watched her older sister Michelle moving closer to earn-
ing a Pharm.D. degree at Texas Tech. Though still a junior in high school at 
the time, Melanie made up her mind: she, too, would become a pharmacist.

“I think a lot of it is because I’ve always looked up to Michelle and I’ve al-
ways just kind of followed her,” Melanie said. “That was part of it. And lis-
tening to other people, it seemed like a good job for when you want to have 
a family. You can work part time and still make enough money to help take 
care of everything. Plus, I’ve always liked the idea of being able to help oth-
er people and I’ve always liked the medical field.”

After knocking out her general education requirements at North Central Ju-
nior College in Gainesville, Texas, Melanie entered Abilene Christian Uni-
versity to complete her pharmacy school prerequisites.

Her plan was coming together.

MEANWHILE, BACK IN ABBOTT, TEXAS…
Donna too, had a plan.

Melanie’s advancement toward pharmacy school fed Donna’s desire for a 
career change. With three sheep skins of her own already hanging on a wall 
at home (a bachelor’s degree in industrial arts and a master’s degree in ed-
ucation from Abilene Christian; a second master’s in mechanical engineer-
ing from Colorado State) Donna was quite familiar with degree plans. Even 
so, did she really want to hit the books again?

“I had gone back to ACU to teach for a couple of years,” Donna said. “They 
called me back on a temporary assignment. They said they’d send me off to 
finish my doctorate and then I’d come back and work in their engineering de-
partment. All of that fell by the wayside when they had a bunch of staff cuts.  
I ended up back in the public schools. I like teaching, but I just didn’t want to 
teach seventh-grade math for the rest of my life.”
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Donna understands her daughter’s feelings. “I realize Melanie’s at the age 
where you don’t want to live with your mom. You want to be independent; 
you want to make your own choices. I consider it a sacrifice on her part.”

Melanie, who has always kept to herself more so than her brother and sis-
ter, has adjusted to the situation. When studying, Melanie says, “I stick to 
my room and mom sticks to the den. I’ll go ask her a question every once in 
a while if I don’t understand something, but I usually study by myself.”

After a pause, Melanie continued. “We do still have our days, though.”

“Yes we do,” Donna agreed. “But she still likes me cooking breakfast ev-
ery morning.”

“Yeah, I do,” Melanie adds with a laugh in her voice.

SETTLING IN FOR THE LONG RIDE
As they embark on their second semester together, what do mother and 
daughter think about their decisions to attend Texas Tech School 
of Pharmacy?

“Pharmacy school has been a lot harder than I thought it would be,” Donna 
said. “I feel like, if I had 20 extra hours a week to study, it would be a little 
different. It’s much more intense than I thought it would be. I thought jump-
ing into an engineering program without having had a physics class was 
tough, but this makes that look like a walk in the park.”

Melanie, however, has found pharmacy school to be a bit easier than she 
expected.

“I mean, it’s a lot of work but I didn’t have to put as much time into it the 
first semester. There’s a bunch of stuff to cover, which doesn’t make it 
easy, but I have a little more free time than I thought I would; so far, anyway. 
Of course, everyone says it gets a lot worse from here on out.”

And who has proven to be the better student so far?

“Mom’s probably better overall,” Melanie says laughing. “But I’m still 
holding my own. I don’t always study like I should. I brag every once in a 
while when I beat her, but I planned on her beating me quite a bit. She’s 
more studious with her time — when she has the time.”

Donna says, overall, their grades have been quite similar.

“Melanie came here thinking and telling everybody I was going to blow 
her out of the water, and really, I’m not. We’re both making good grades 

So, quicker than she could say Ph.D., the woman who 
had raised three children, who had earned three de-
grees and taught drafting, welding and machine shop 
classes, was looking for a new direction.

When she mentioned pharmacy school to her hus-
band, Tommy, he told her to go for it. So, after consult-
ing a family friend who was familiar with the Texas Tech 
pharmacy program, she made arrangements to move 
to Lubbock to finish the prerequisites she lacked.

ALL IN THE FAMILY
Donna said she worried at first that her decision might 
keep Melanie from pursuing a pharmacy degree. 

“On the other hand,” she explained, “I wanted a 
change badly enough that I knew we could work it out. 
I didn’t expect for her to be rooming with me, to be 
staying at the house with me. I really thought and want-
ed us to be more like peers. I’ve raised my kids to be 
that way. I didn’t want to only be their mom forever. I 
wanted us to become adult peers. I thought we could 
work it out, both have fun, both enjoy school and enjoy 
our careers afterward.”

Melanie says it did make her pause to reconsider phar-
macy school when her mom decided to become a 
classmate. At one point, she thought about pursuing 
physical therapy, “because I’ve always liked athletics 
and physical training.” She also looked into forensics.

“I was kind of mad at her at first,” Melanie said. “But I 
knew she was going to do whatever she wanted to any-
way. So, I finally decided I’d stick with pharmacy.”

When her siblings learned of the situation, Melanie 
says they responded more with amusement than with 
sympathy.

“Michelle was like, ‘that would be really cool. I wish 
she had gone to school with me. That way I’d have 
had somebody to study with.’ Michael (an accountant 
at Cook Children’s Healthcare System in Fort Worth) 
just laughed at it all. He was pretty much like, ‘better 
you than me.’” 

Once mother and daughter decided they could co-exist 
as classmates, the next step was deciding how to han-
dle living arrangements. Tommy had accepted a job as 
a junior high school principal in Bovina, Texas, but Don-
na and Melanie needed to be in Amarillo. After a little 
negotiation, the family decided to relocate from Abbott 
to Amarillo where Donna and Melanie are weekday 
roommates. Tommy stays in Bovina during the week 
and spends weekends in Amarillo.

“I hadn’t planned on living with her,” Melanie said. “I 
figured with her being around, I wasn’t going to have 
the independence I’d always wanted. I really was 
against that, but it has worked out the easiest that 
way. She still butts into my business sometimes, but 
that’s a motherly thing.”
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(As and Bs), but one time she’ll beat me on something and the 
next time I’ll beat her a little bit.”

At first the women had to deal with questions about their 
unique situation, but Melanie says the curiosity has subsided 
as the year has progressed.

“Everybody in our class knows. There are still people in the 
other classes who will ask ‘who’s the mom and who’s the 
daughter?’ But nobody really says much about it now.”

Melanie said she sometimes feels bad when she goes off with 
a group of classmates, but Donna, who holds down a part-time 
job, is glad her daughter gets to occasionally experience the 
social component of college life. And with all of her other com-
mitments, Donna just doesn’t have much spare time anyway.

“Sometimes I wish I could go out more with friends or class-
mates but I realize, too, that I have work and a husband and I 
want to spend time with him. If I’m not at school or home study-
ing, I’m at work. One week it’s 16 hours, one week it’s 25. Or 
I’m with Tommy on the weekends.”

There are other reasons Donna gives her daughter time alone with 
classmates. 

“I want her to have time with her friends and be 21. Also, I’m 
married and I’m a grandmother, and at my age, I’m a little un-
comfortable going out until two in the morning. That’s not a 
comfortable role for me.”

LOOKING AHEAD
Even though they have to get through three more years before 
crossing the stage together, Melanie and Donna have given 
some thought to life after pharmacy school.

“Michelle and I had talked about having our own place (of busi-
ness) before mom was even in the picture,” Melanie said. “But it 
kind of depends on job opportunities. I’d rather stay around close 
because I like being around family.”

Donna has also talked to her oldest daughter about working to-
gether, but like Melanie, her plans are still a bit uncertain.

“Michelle would like for us to have a little family-run pharmacy 
with a clinic attached to it,” she said. “I think that would be a lot of 
fun, but my husband and I have also talked about how we’d like to 
move to Colorado, if I can find something interesting there. We’d 
like to have a place in the mountains and do some hunting and 
fishing and camping. I guess we’ll have to make a decision wheth-
er we want to do that or live closer to the grandkids.”

No matter what she decides, one thing seems certain. When 
the next “first day of school” rolls around in the Boatwright 
family, it won’t be Donna holding tiny hands. She’ll pass that rit-
ual to one of her daughters.

Mark Hendricks is communications coordinator for Texas 
Tech University Health Sciences Center School of Pharmacy 
in Amarillo. He has spent more than 14 years as a communi-
cator and writer for private industry, non-profit, and academic/
research organizations.
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