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Dear publisher,

We appreciate your review of the enclosed submission. This article was written from research conducted
at Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center that is funded in whole or in part by the National
Institutes of Health (NIH). In accordance with federal regulations, (http://publicaccess.nih.gov/policy.htm)
the final, peer-reviewed manuscript must be deposited with the PubMed Central (PMC) database upon
acceptance for publication and be made publicly accessible no later than 12 months after publication.

In order to ensure our compliance with this NIH policy, we are requesting your consideration of one of
the following options: ’

+  As the publisher, you agree to submit the final published article directly to PMC for release
within 12 months. Please inform the author when submission is complete so that the required
reference number can be obtained for use in reporting to NIH.

. If the author is responsible for submitting the article to PMC, we request that the publication
agreement sent to the author include language that allows the author to retain the right to grant
permission to the NIH for public archiving within the allowable 12 month period.

In the event that the necessary language is not part of your standard publication agreement or copyright
transfer, please include the additional wording suggested by NIH:

The Journal acknowledges that Author retains the right to provide a copy of the final manuscript
to the NIH upon acceptance for Journal publication, for public archiving in PubMed Central as
soon as possible but no later than 12 months after publication by Journal.

In the event that neither option is acceptable, please be aware that we will ask our authors to include the
italicized passage cited above as an additional term of any publication agreement they sign and proceed

with depositing the article in PMC.

We appreciate your consideration and cooperation.

. Stocco, Ph.D.
Executive Vice President for Research
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