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Importance of data collection sheetImportance of data collection sheet

 Defines and operationalizes your variables

 Provides structure for reliability and accuracy of data collection

 Assembles data in manner usable by biostatistician – saves you time
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 Assembles data in manner usable by biostatistician – saves you time



Must-havesMust-haves

 Draft data collection tab

 Data dictionary tab

 Draft data collection tab

 Data dictionary tab



Data collection tabData collection tab

 One column per variable
 Do not list more than one data point per cell

 If you have multiple possibilities, each needs its own column (see example)

 One row per subject
 If you have repeated measures, keep on same row with a separate column for follow up

 One column per variable
 Do not list more than one data point per cell

 If you have multiple possibilities, each needs its own column (see example)

 One row per subject
 If you have repeated measures, keep on same row with a separate column for follow up
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Data dictionary tabData dictionary tab

 This provides specific instructions for operationalizing your variables
 Provides guidance to data collectors for precision and accuracy

 Gives the biostatistician information about coding of each variable

 Provides all investigators information for writing manuscript

 This provides specific instructions for operationalizing your variables
 Provides guidance to data collectors for precision and accuracy

 Gives the biostatistician information about coding of each variable

 Provides all investigators information for writing manuscript
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Common errorsCommon errors

 Are you defining gender or sex? They are different!

 Race and ethnicity
 Race and ethnicity are not interchangeable

 Continuous vs. categorical
 Start continuous if possible – we can always categorize later after we assess the data
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Ethnicity according to CMSEthnicity according to CMS



Race according to CMSRace according to CMS



Questions?Questions?
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