
 

Office of Communications  
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution -more-  

        News Release 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 16, 2020 
CONTACT: Suzanna Cisneros, suzanna.cisneros@ttuhsc.edu 
   (806) 773-4242 
 
 

Sechrist Named New TTUHSC School of Health Professions Dean 
 

The Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center (TTUHSC) named Dawndra Sechrist, 
OTR, Ph.D., as the new dean of the School of Health Professions.  
 
Sechrist is the associate dean for Outcomes and Assessment at the TTUHSC School of 
Health Professions and a tenured associate professor. She previously was the director of 
the Master of Occupational Therapy program at TTUHSC. Sechrist joined TTUHSC in 
2001 as an assistant professor. She received her Ph.D. from Texas Tech University 
(TTU), a master’s in occupational therapy from Texas Women’s University and bachelor 
degrees in occupational therapy from TTUHSC and physical education from TTU. 
 
“Dr. Sechrist's passion for TTUHSC is evident and will no doubt be reflected in her 
position as dean and her demonstrated successes at TTUHSC will help to advance the 
school's momentum as our university continues to move forward,” TTUHSC Interim 
President Lori Rice-Spearman, Ph.D., said. 

Sechrist also served as the interprofessional education (IPE) director and assisted with the 
coordination of fall and spring IPE Days, increasing the number of collaborative IPE 
events to more than 35 school registered activities.  

TTUHSC recently completed the process of seeking reaffirmation of accreditation 
through the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges on 
which Sechrist assisted as the school representative that coordinated and reported to the 
Office of Institutional Effectiveness.  

She also organized the school’s strategic plan for the past four years and led their 
strategic planning retreats to update and align the school’s mission, vision and goals with 
those of the university. Sechrist was the committee co-chair for the School of Health 
Professions Academic Affairs and the Student Conduct board chair and Academic 
Dismissal Appeal Committee chair. 

Rice-Spearman said the School of Health Professions is an integral part of the 
university’s mission to enrich the lives of others through health education, research and 
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patient care and she is confident Sechrist will excel in leading the school to fulfill its 
purpose. 
 
Sechrist succeeds Rice-Spearman, who served as dean from 2016 - 2019. Steven Sawyer, 
Ph.D., P.T., served as interim dean over the past eight months. 
 
 
About the School of Health Professions  
The TTUHSC School of Health Professions is the largest school of health professions in 
Texas and one of the largest in the nation in relation to the breadth of programs and the 
number of enrolled students and graduates.  
 
The School of Health Professions students have excelled with a 93% first-time pass rate 
for students required to complete licensure or certification requirements; had a 100% job 
placement rate for licensed practitioners; and a 100% of the speech-language pathology 
graduates passed the national certification exam for 11 consecutive years. 
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