
Picture Permit 

 

The Unabbreviated Rules  

As options to the basic format under 5.3.11, permit imprint indicia may be prepared as picture 

permit imprint indicia under 5.4 or in other formats subject to these conditions:  

a. The rule that forms a box around the content of the indicia may be omitted if the content 
remains as specified in 5.3.6 through 5.3.9 and Exhibit 5.3.11. 

b. Unless printed directly on an address label, the indicia 
content must be placed within a clear area no smaller than 1/2 
inch high and 1/2 inch wide, no more than 1-1/2 inches below or 
left from the upper right corner of the mailpiece or of the address 
area when oriented to read the address, regardless of processing 
category or postage price claimed. If printed on an address label 
(including paper, adhesive, and multilayer sandwich labels), the 
space allowed for the indicia content must be rectangular, large 
enough to ensure legibility of that content from a normal reading 
distance and to separate it from other information on the label, 
and located in the upper right corner of the label when oriented 
to read the address. 
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c. No printing appears in the indicia other than that required or allowed under 5.3.6 through 5.3.9. 
d. Except as required to enclose the permit information, no printing appears above or to the right  

of the permit information when the indicia is printed directly on the mailpiece or within the 
address area or on the address label. 

e. Except for indicia printed on address labels, the permit information is printed in no smaller than 
4-point type. In indicia printed on address labels under 5.3.12b, the permit information must be 
legible. 

f. Except as required to enclose the permit information, decorative designs intended to be part of 
the indicia design must appear below or to the left of the permit information in an area 
extending no farther than 4-1/2 inches to the left of the right edge, and 1-1/2 inches below the 
top edge of the mailpiece, address area, or address label, as applicable. Such designs must not 
resemble or imitate a postage meter imprint, postage stamp, postcard postage, or other 
postage payment method; and they must not include words, symbols, or designs used by the 
USPS to identify a class of mail, price of postage, or level of service, unless such elements are 
correctly used under the applicable standards for the mailpiece on which they appear and the 
corresponding postage and fees have been paid. 

g. All other applicable standards in 5.0 are met.  
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