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Start here!

Select  CINAHL Complete



Enter term into upper box. Search.
CINAHL will suggest subject headings for that concept.





Choose subheadings to 
narrow your search.  Or 
include all.



Choose as many search 
options as you like.
Typically the more limits  -
the Narrower results.

Choose

Clicking on “Advanced Search” brings you to this page



Results 
After

Click on “Search History”

This “Search History” shows the results of your current searching.
S1 under “Search Options” just shows Boolean Phrase.
S2 shows that you have also used a Limiter – Peer Reviewed.
Notice the differences in the numbers located by “View results”



Over 
30,000!

You will probably need to create a smaller set of results.
Do this by: 1) Select Major Concept. 2) Use appropriate subheadings. 
3) Combine search terms with AND.  4) Add more limits 



Clear the search 
box

We want to find some articles on the topic Patient safety programs to 
reduce accidental falls in hospital patients.



This time we will look for articles with Patient Safety as a 
major concept.





These terms are unrelated to our topic, so we 
will not select “explode”



Major Concept: 
main focus of the 
articles



Hospital patients



Combine searches in the search history  with AND to 
create a more precise set of articles on your topic



Third concept:
Accidental Falls 

Check box to view 
subheadings 



Accidental Falls
Subheading: Prevention And Control 



Search History





Add limits







Review: 

This presentation showed you:
• Using Major Subject Heading
• Add subheading to subject heading
• Limits (peer reviewed, language, etc)
• Combining searches from the search history to 

create a precise search on a topic


