Glossary for Suggested Best Method of Investigation
Blind(ed) study (Synonym: masked study): A study in which observer(s) and/or subjects are kept ignorant of the group to which the subjects are assigned, as in an experimental study, or of the population from which the subjects come, as in a non-experimental or observational study. Where both observer and subjects are kept ignorant, the study is termed a double-blind study. If the statistical analysis is also done in ignorance of the group to which subjects belong, the study is sometimes described as triple blind. The purpose of "blinding" is to eliminate sources of bias. 
(Diagnosis, Harm, Therapy)

Case-control study: Retrospective comparison of exposures of persons with disease (cases) with those of persons without the disease (controls)
(Harm)
Case-series: Report of a number of cases of disease.
(Harm)
Cohort study: Follow-up of exposed and non-exposed defined groups, with a comparison of disease rates during the time covered.

(Harm, Prognosis)
Gold standard: A method, procedure, or measurement that is widely accepted as being the best available.

(Diagnosis)
Prognosis: the possible outcomes of a disease or condition and the likelihood that each one will occur.

(Prognosis)
Prognostic factor: Demographic, disease-specific, or co-morbid characteristics associated strongly enough with a condition's outcomes to predict accurately the eventual development of those outcomes. Compare with risk factors. Neither prognostic or risk factors necessarily imply a cause and effect relationship.  

(Prognosis)
Prospective study: Study design where one or more groups (cohorts) of individuals who have not yet had the outcome event in question are monitored for the number of such events which occur over time.

(Prognosis, Harm)
Randomized controlled trial: Study design where treatments, interventions, or enrollment into different study groups are assigned by random allocation rather than by conscious decisions of clinicians or patients. If the sample size is large enough, this study design avoids problems of bias and confounding variables by assuring that both known and unknown determinants of outcome are evenly distributed between treatment and control groups.
(Therapy)
Retrospective study: study design in which cases where individuals who had an outcome event in question are collected and analyzed after the outcomes have occurred.
(Harm)
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