Searching for Evidence-Based Information

First, know what evidence-based references are:  conclusions from the best 
available evidence.

Second, know the standards for Levels of Evidence. 


Go to InfoPOEMS(InfoRetriever(LOE Key.  

Level 1 = Randomized Control Trial/Meta-Analysis/Systematic Review

Level 2 = Cohort Study/Systematic Review

Level 3 = Case Study/little or no case-control

Level 4 = Poor quality study/flawed research method

Level 5 = Expert opinion with no critical appraisal/no evidence to support

Third, decide your purpose!

For evidence-based speed searching - 

Use PubMed(NLM Mobile(PubMed for Handhelds(PICO search

Use PubMed(NLM Mobile(PubMed for Handhelds(askMedline

Use PubMed(Clinical Queries(Search by Clinical Study Category OR 


Find Systematic Reviews

For comprehensive evidence-based searching – 

Use PubMed(MeSH Database( Limit to Clinical Filters

Use Ovid(Medlines(Limit to Clinical Filters(Change Database(All EBM 
Reviews(Open and Re-execute

For point-of-care evidence-based searching – 

Use DynaMed(Text search/Topic search(Examine results

    NOTE:  DynaMed Levels of Evidence are scaled levels 1,2,3 and grades A,B,C

Use InfoPOEMS(InfoRetriever(Text search(Find items(Examine results

Use Stat!Ref ACP PIER( Search( Point of Care Filter (Evidence levels A,B,C)
For practice guidelines – 

Use Guidelines.gov

Use InfoPOEMS

Use MDConsult

Use AccessMedicine

Use First Consult(Procedures(Guidelines

Use  The Medical Letter on Drugs & Therapeutics(Treatment Guidelines

For trials and studies – 

Use ClinicalTrials.gov

Use Cancer.gov

For dosages and dosing information – 

Use Micromedex(Drugdex Tradename(Dosing Information

Use AccessMedicine(Drugs(Drug Index(Indications/Dosage

Use The Medical Letter on Drugs & Therapeutics(Text search

Use MDConsult(Drugs

For diagnostic tests – 

Use AccessMedicine(Dx Tests

Use First Consult(Procedures

For toxicology-related searching – 

Use NLM Gateway(Toxline(Toxnet (Toxicology Data Network)
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