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THE DOCTOR OF MEDICINE PROGRAM 

Undergraduate Medic,il Education 

The goal of the School uf Medicine " to provide studenL> with a broad base ot 
knowledge in the basic and cli11ical sciences. so that each graduate is \\ell prepared to 
enter any field of postgraduate medical training. In rccogniuon of the specific needs 
of West Texas. interest in the disciplines related to primary patient care is encour­
aged. The curriculum has 1wo primary objectives: 
I 10 provide a broad introduction to medical knowledge while developing analytical 

skill, ,n problem-solving: and 
2. to enhance the ability of the studenls to assume responsibility for their own educa­

tion as an on-going, life-long prOCCS\.
To achieve these objectives. the cunic.·ulum is continually re\'iewcd and appropri­

ately modified 10 ensure the personal and profo.ssional growth of the future physi­
cians. 1'he School of Medicine has endorsed the cfforls of the Association of 
American Medical Colleges 10 examine and modify curriculn in order to make educa• 
Lion and training relevant to physician practice in the twemy-first ceotury. 

TI1ere is a firm commitmem to the philosophy tl1a1 1he curriculum is the propcny 
and responsibility or the faculty rather than the component deprutments of the school. 
The Dean selects an Educational Policy Committee which represents the faculry and 
the student body, This committee is charged with overall policy in shaping and modi­
fying a high qua I ity and well balanced medical education. There i, a bicameral rela­
tionship with the Curriculum Operations Committee who arc 1he course and clerlship 
directors and who are responsible for implementing policy and recommeuding change 
to the Educa1ional Policy Committee. The management of the curriculum has been 
fom1atly endorsed by the Liaison Committee on Medical Educauon. 

The Liaison Cornmi11ce on Medical Education (LCME) represents the Association 
of American Medical Colleges and the American Medical Assocrution ,is the national 
accreditation body for medical schools. ln May, 1995. the Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center School of Medicine was accorded an unquahlied se,cn year 
accreditation, the longest period awarded at that time 10 a medical :.chool of high 
quality. In 2002, a regularly-scheduled site visit by LCME will continue the accred11a-

1ion process, 
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