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Steven L. Berk, M.D.

DEAN, SCHOOL OF MEDICINE | EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, TTUHSC

Dr. Berk has served as Executive Vice President, Provost, and Dean of the Texas
Tech University Health Sciences Center (I'TUHSC) School of Medicine since 2006,
He is a graduate of Boston University School of Medicine, completing an Internal
Medicine residency and Infectious Disease fellowship at Boston City Hospital.

Berk is the author and co-author of over 120 peer-reviewed publications and four
textbooks. He is a Fellow of the American College of Physicians, the Infectious
Disease Society of America, the American Geriatric Society, and the American
College of Chest Physicians, and a member of Phi Beta Kappa, Alpha Omega
Alpha and Sigma Xi.

Through Berk’s leadership, the school has experienced exceptional growth of
innovative ideas and programs. For example, the school completed the most
extensive curriculum reform in its 40+ year history, launched a unique Family
Medicine Accelerated Track, and implemented a comprehensive ultrasound
teaching program. Berk led the school through two successful LCME

accreditations, the most recent in 2017.

Felix G. Morales, M.D.

ASSOCIATE DEAN OF ADMISSIONS, TTUHSC SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Dr. Morales has served as the Associate Dean since April 2017. He previously was
named the Assistant Dean in August 2016. He is a graduate of the TTUHSC
School of Medicine. He completed his Family Medicine residency training at Texas
Tech as well. During his residency, Dr. Morales served as the chief resident.

Dr. Morales has been on faculty at Texas Tech since April 2012. He also serves as an
Associate Professor for the Department of Family and Community Medicine. He is
board-certified by the American Board of Family Medicine. He is a member of the
American Academy of Family Physicians and the Society of Teachers of Family
Medicine. He has multiple roles in the school of medicine which include serving on
various committees for Texas Tech and teaching in the FMAT program.

Dr. Morales still has an active medical practice that serves the families of Lubbock
and the surrounding West Texas communities. His practice includes the care of
newborn, obstetric, adult, and geriatric patients. Dr. Morales also serves as the faculty
advisor for the Latino Medical Student Association and was the founding member of
the Bernard Harris Pre-Med Society at Texas Tech University. He loves to teach and

provides mentorship for many medical students and residents.
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Lori Rice-Spearman, Ph.D.

PRESIDENT, TTUHSC

Lori Rice-Spearman, Ph.D., is the ninth president of Texas Tech University Health
Sciences Center and the first female president in the Texas Tech University System.

She joined TTUHSC in 1987 and has held multiple leadership positions during her
tenure with the university. Most recently, she was appointed provost and chief
academic officer in October 2019. The following month she agreed to serve
concurrently as interim president, reflecting her commitment to the university.

Dr. Rice-Spearman has led TTUHSC through an unprecedented global health
pandemic. This required the transition of all on-campus academic instruction to
online and a workforce of more than 5000 on five campuses to remote operations.
During this time, the university’s team members led collaborative efforts to produce
personal protective equipment for its front-line health care team and providers across
the region. They also played vital roles statewide in supplying viral transport medium
tor COVID-19 testing and conducting a national study on convalescent serum as a
treatment option for the disease.

In 2016, Dr. Rice-Spearman was appointed dean of the School of Health Professions
and held the position concurrently when she was named the university’s Associate
Provost in 2018. The school is the largest health professions school in Texas and one
of the largest in the nation considering the breadth of programs, enrollment, and the
number of graduates.

During Dr. Rice-Spearman’s tenure as dean, the School of Health Professions added
five “first-in-the-nation” accredited academic programs. The school also received
numerous national awards recognizing the success of its 20 programs, including the
inaugural Association of Allied Health Professions Excellence in Interprofessional
Education Award in 2018.

Before serving as dean, Dr. Rice-Spearman held positions within the school,
including associate dean for Learning Outcomes and Assessments and chair of the
Department of Laboratory Sciences and Primary Care.

Dr. Rice-Spearman has numerous publications in peer-reviewed journals and is
recognized nationally as an innovator in health professions education. She has served
as an accreditation reviewer and site visitor for the National Accrediting Agency for
Clinical Laboratory Sciences and the Commission on Accreditation for Physical
Therapy Education. She is an alumna of the School of Health Professions’ first class
in the Clinical Laboratory Sciences program and earned her master’s and Ph.D.
from Texas Tech University.

A West Texas native, Dr. Rice-Spearman is honored to continue serving this great
university based in a region she knows and loves. She is committed to advancing
TTUHSC’s mission to make an even greater impact in West Texas and worldwide.



