[bookmark: _Hlk119937622]DMR Instructions: 
· Proposals need to fit the broad definition of “medical research”, i.e., investigations, experiments, and studies to discover, develop, or verify knowledge relating to the causes, diagnosis, treatment, prevention, or control of human diseases. Medical research can be pre-clinical (basic science), translational, or clinical.
· Proposals need to use inferential approaches and hypothesis testing. Narrative literature reviews, dataset establishment, case reports, and QI projects are not suitable for the DMR program.
· Projects can be derived from the overall research program of a mentor (PI), but must be individualized for each applicant with unique objectives & aims that can be achieved within the timeframe of the DMR program.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Each applicant must have their own unique research question(s), even if the overall project is a basis for multiple students.
· Applications should follow the template below, with the 6 parts clearly titled. 
 

Background and Rationale (5-8 sentences): Describe your research topic and its significance. Describe the current state of knowledge and identify gaps in that knowledge related to your proposal. Why would it be important to address these gaps in knowledge? What is/are your research question(s)?

Objectives: Describe the main goal or the overarching purpose of your research project. Describe what you intend your research project to accomplish. Your research objectives should be SMART—Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic and Time-constrained.

Aims (1-2 aims): Describe the experimental approach and how each step will help answer your hypothesis. 

Hypothesis (1-2 sentences): State your hypothesis.

Methods (6-12 sentences): Provide enough methodological details for reviewers to understand your study design (e.g., experimental, cohort, case-control, cross-sectional, etc.), including groups, variables (independent/dependent, predictor/outcome), estimated sample sizes, and statistical tests (if known).

Expected Outcome/Impact (3-6 sentences): Describe the expected outcomes/deliverables of your experiments. How would your findings impact the field?

