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Happy 50th TAAHP 

Tara K Cunningham, EdD, MS
Associate Dean, Admissions and Student Diversity
Associate Professor, Medical Education



Our Beginnings 
• Summer 2015 – Memorandum Signed
• Summer 2016 – Dean and Leadership Arrive
• Summer 2018 – LCME Site Visit
• October 19, 2018 – Accreditation Announced
• November 12, 2018 – AMCAS Opened
• December 15, 2018 – AMCAS Closed
• January 14, 2019 – First MD Applicant Visit Day (interview)
• July 8, 2019 – 60 Students Arrive
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60 students
Adult learners
700 diseases
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Empathetic scholar.  Communciation 
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Active learning.  Apply knowledge learned when you want to learn it – 1a or 10p.  We don’t have to stand in front of you to teach medicine.  
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Train in teams with the patient at the center.  
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Adaptable, flexible, facile to change.  You’ll never know everything.  





Transform 
healthcare by 
inspiring 
Empathetic 
Scholars.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We were offered a blank slate – what kind of physician do we most desire?  
Compassionate communicators
Adaptable, flexible learners, seld-directed learners.  
Team player 
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Introduction to Longitudinal Patient Care

Scholarly Pursuit and Thesis

Clinical Skills
Preparation for Practice



MON TUES WED THURS FRI
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Content Application 
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Phase 1 Weekly Schedule
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Patient-Centered Content Framing:
Patient panels
Patient presentations
Interactive introductory content
Other applicable modalities

Content Application Session:
Problem-based learning
Team-based learning
Case-based learning
Simulation
Role playing
Reintroduce patients from content framing
Other applicable modalities

Each student will have approximately 15 hours of assignments and 5 hours in preparation for self directed learning per week. These expectations can be met at any time during the week other than the scheduled sessions as depicted.




LONGITUDINAL CLERKSHIPS
40 weeks

Emergency Medicine
Family Medicine
Internal medicine

Neurology
Obstetrics/Gynecology

Pediatrics
Psychiatry
Surgery

AMBULATORY – OUT-PATIENT WITH IN-PATIENT BURSTSHOSPITAL – IN-PATIENT
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Phase 2 – 13 months

Scholarly Pursuit and Thesis

Clinical Skills

Preparation for Practice



MON TUE WED THUR FRI

am  Family Medicine Pediatrics Surgery OB/GYN Internal Medicine

pm  Oncology LeAPS

MON TUE WED THUR FRI

am  Family Medicine Pediatrics Surgery Psychiatry Internal Medicine 
sub-specialty

pm  Neurology LeAPS

Phase 2 Weekly Schedule
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Student schedules are customized to accommodate the following:
Every week: family medicine, pediatrics, surgery and internal medicine (including sub-specialties)
Every other week: OB/GYN, oncology, neurology and psychiatry
Optional experiences: radiology, orthopedics, plastic surgery, ophthalmology, anesthesia/pain management, ENT, sports medicine, urology, sub-specialties, inter-professional education, etc.
Once per 2-week cycle: weekend or evening shift (e.g. ED, hospitalist team, neurology team, psychiatry ED, OB inpatient)
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16 weeks

Selective
8 weeks 

Critical 
Care

4 weeks

Sub-
Internship

4 weeks

Electives

28 weeks total
4-week blocks

Independent 
Study

12 weeks
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DEVELOP FOCUS PREPARE

Longitudinal Patient Care

Scholarly Pursuit and Thesis
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Preparation for 
Practice

16 weeks

Phase 3 – 20 weeks



Physician Development 
Coaches 
Coaching, different than…

Career Preparation

Wellness…

Learning Communities

Student Success Navigators 
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Once these data are collected, we select fewer than 300 students to spend a day with us on campus.  It’s a two-way interview – it’s an important recruitment day for us.
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To learn about their competency in our SOM attributes, they will complete a 10-station MMI.   
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Experience active learning – based in our Compassionate Communication curriculum.  



MDadmissions@tcu.edu

Questions?

Visit?  

Chat?  

mailto:Mdadmissions@tcu.edu
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