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	A.       GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY:
           Statement of Purpose:  Patient will be assessed to determine if a physical examination is necessary.

B.         SCOPE:   This policy covers Psychiatry.
C.         ADMINISTRATION & PROCEDURE:
            The steps employed in determining the need for a physical examination include:

                   1.  Determining when a patient was last treated by a physician or qualified, licensed practitioner and/or 
                        when a complete physical examination was last performed. An examination is recommended if the 
                        patient has not been seen within the last 6 months.
                   2.  Assessing patient’s report of pain.

                   3.  Determining if the patient is taking any medication.

                   4.  The physical screening shall serve as a guide for determining the need for an examination.
D.        PROCEDURE:

            If a physical exam is determined to be necessary, patients will be referred to their primary care physician for an 
            examination. If the patient does not have a primary care physician and with the patient’s approval, he/she will 
            be referred to the Family Practice/Internal Medicine Department or Pediatrics as appropriate.

E.        DISTRIBUTION:   This policy shall be distributed to Psychiatry.


