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Levels of Evidence 
 

 

 

 

 

Opinions, Guidelines: 
MD Consult, Guidelines.gov,  

Up-to-Date 

Systematic Reviews: 
Ovid EBMR 

>1 RCT: 
PubMed 

Clinical Queries 

Trials w/o 
Randomization: 

PubMed 

Non-experimental Studies: 
PubMed 

 

 

 

Level 4:  Case series 
(descriptive) 

Level 5:  Expert Opinion with 
critical appraisal 

 Level 1: a,b,c: RCT 

(random, experimental) 

Level 2: a,b,c: : Cohort studies 
(observational, followed forward in time) 

Level 3: a,b 
Case-Control studies (observational, 

Retrospective) 


