
         UPDATE FROM DR. AHSAN 
 

This summer and fall, we welcomed six new students, with Fatema 
Tuz Zahra joining us in the summer, and Andrew Baez, Carl (Joey) 
Greene, Daniela Rolph, Ahmed Morsy and Guanyu Tao in the fall. 
They are all very promising students with great potential. We also 
had to bid farewell to those who recently finished the program and 
received their doctoral degrees — Kito Barrow and Alejandra  
Fernandez this spring, and Jahidur Rashid this summer. In May, we 
celebrated graduation for Vindhya Edpuganti, who finished in the  
summer of 2015, Sukesh Voruganti and Neel Fofaria, who finished in the fall of 2015,  
and Alejandra Fernandez, who finished in the spring of 2016. In spring and summer of 
this year, our students gave 17 presentations at national meetings such as the American 
Heart Association, the Society of Toxicology, the American Association of Cancer  
Research, and the American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists. Impressively,  
two of our graduate students were invited to give podium presentations; these two  
students and several others received travel awards and scholarships for attending  
scientific meetings and presenting their research. Twelve students presented at Student 
Research Week in Lubbock, and 31 presented at School of Pharmacy Research Days  
in Amarillo, where two gave podium presentations and four received best poster awards.  
Impressively, 22 of our students published 13 manuscripts, wherein seven of our  
students were first author! I commend our students, who continue to hold the research 
standard high! This year, we hosted Kunal Taskar (Senior Investigator, GlaxoSmithKline, 
United Kingdom) as our Homecoming Alumni Speaker 2016. At a lunch meeting with our  
current students, Dr. Taskar spoke about his experience as a student in our program. 
Later, he gave a seminar titled, “Introduction to Membrane Transporters and Clinical  
Relevance of Transporter Mediated Drug-Drug Interactions.” His talk was a new per-
spective to pharmaceutical research in an industrial setting. In the spring, Nihar  
Kinarivala and Shikha both received Dean’s Scholars awards. This award from GSBS 
recognizes outstanding Ph.D. and MD/Ph.D. students who have shown exceptional  
academic ability and potential for research excellence, as evidenced by their GPA, GRE, 
and meeting abstracts, presentations and publications. Overall, these past two  
semesters were a brilliantly successful time. 
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Kito Barrow, Ph.D. 
Lab of Dr. Junxuan Lu 
 

Dissertation Presented 
February 3, 2016 
 

“Prostate cancer intervention 
by methylseleninic acid: 
strengthening a case for  
human translation” 

Spring 2016  
Graduates 

Alejandra Fernandez, 
Ph.D. 
Lab of Dr. James Stoll 
 

Dissertation Presented 
March 23, 2016 
 

“Diet and exercise as  
potential anticonvulsant 
therapies in mouse seizure 
models ” 

Md. Jahidur Rashid, 
Ph.D. 
Lab of Dr. Fakhrul Ahsan 
 

Dissertation Presented 
May 31, 2016 
 

“PLGA-based inhalable  
particles of sildenafil and 
rosiglitazone for combination 
therapy in pulmonary arterial 
hypertension ” 

Summer 2016  
Graduates 

Tanvirul Hye, Lab of Dr. Xinli Liu 
Friday, August 5, 2016 at 1:00pm 
AMAPAC 1110 / LUBHSC 2C101 

Alok Ranjan, Lab of Dr. Sanjay Srivastava 
Wednesday, December 7, 2016 at 3:00pm 

AMAPAC 1110 / LUBHSC 1C111 / DALSW 514 

Debasish Basak, Lab of Dr. Kalkunte Srivenugopal 
Friday, July 15, 2016 at 1:30pm 
AMASOP 335 / LUBHSC 2C101 

CONVOCATION MAY 14, 2016 

Vindhya Edpuganti was 
hooded by Fakhrul Ahsan 

Alejandra Fernandez was 
hooded by James Stoll 

Neel Fofaria was hooded  
by Sanjay Srivastava 

Sukesh Voruganti was hooded  
by Fakhrul Ahsan 

[l-r] Alejandra Fernandez, Neel Fofaria,  
Sukesh Voruganti, Vindhya Edpuganti 

[l-r] Vindhya Edpuganti, James Stoll, Alejandra Fernandez,  
Neel Fofaria, Sanjay Srivastava, Fakhrul Ahsan, Sukesh Voruganti 



Fall 2016, Issue 18                       Page 3 

CONVOCATION MAY 14, 2016  (cont’d) 

Alejandra Fernandez (center)  
with her father and mother 

Neel Fofaria (center) with his mother, brother, and mentor,  
Sanjay Srivastava (to the left), and his father, sister and  

sister-in-law (to the right), with James Stoll (in the background). 

Neel (center) with  
his brother and sister-in-law 

Vindhya Edpuganti (right)  
with her husband 

Neel (center) with  
his mother and father 
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Summer 2016 
 

Fatema Tuz Zahra, B.Pharm., M.Pharm. 
University of Dhaka, Bangladesh 
Lab:  Dr. Constantinos Mikelis 
 
Fall 2016 
 

Andrew Baez II, B.S. 
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas 
Lab:  Dr. Ruiwen Zhang 
 

Carl (Joey) Greene, B.S. 
West Texas A&M University, Canyon, Texas 
Lab:  Dr. Hiranmoy Das 

 
 
 

Ahmed Morsy, B.S. 
German University in Cairo, Egypt 
Lab:  Dr. Paul Trippier 
 

Daniela Rolph, B.S. 
The University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona 
Lab:  Dr. Hiranmoy Das 
 

Guanyu Tao, B.S. 
South China Normal University, China 
Lab:  Dr. Ruiwen Zhang 

NEW STUDENTS for SUMMER and FALL 2016 

Summer/Fall 2016 
 

(back, l-r) Andrew Baez, Carl (Joey) Greene, Daniela Rolph, Ahmed Morsy 
(front, l-r)  Fatema Tuz Zahra, Guanyu Tao 



GRADUATE STUDENT SEMINAR PROGRAM - SPRING 2016 

01/20/2016 — Shikha — “Tobacco Smoke and 
Hyperglycemia Pathophysiology of BBB Damage 
and Antioxidant Response Pathways” 
 

02/03/2016 — Kito Barrow, Doctoral Dissertation 
Defense — “Prostate cancer intervention by me-
thylseleninic acid: strengthening a case for human 
translation” 
 

02/10/2016 — Faleh Alqahtani —”Microdialysis 
Technique for Measuring for Measuring [13C]  
Sucrose and Metabolites” 
 

02/10/2016 — Shyanne Page — “Modeling the 
ischemic blood-brain barrier in a dish using human 
induced pluripotent stem cells” 
 

02/19/2016 — Guest Speaker, Wei Li, Ph.D.,  
Assistant Professor, Department of Chemical  
Engineering, TTU Lubbock — “Biodegradable 
Nano-Films for Capture and Non-Invasive  
Release of Circulating Tumor Cells” 
 

02/24/2016 —  Amer Alali — “PLGA-PEG Nano-
particles Encapsulating Novel Microtubule Inhibi-
tor BPR0L075” 
 

02/24/2016 —  Md. Jahidur Rashid — “Inhaled 
Particles of Sildenafil: Pharmacokinetics and Anti-
PAH Efficacy” 
 

03/02/2016 — Guest Speaker, Jungkyu (Jay) 
Kim, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Department of 
Mechanical Engineering; Adjunct Professor, 
School of Medicine, TTU Lubbock 
 

03/09/2016 — Md. Anwar Hossain — “PqsR In-
hibitors: A Peace Offering” 
 

03/09/2016 — Laxmi Iyer — “Tannic Acid: An 
Inhibitor for Angiotensin Type 1 Receptor in Vas-
cular Smooth Muscle Cells” 
 

03/16/2016 — Faculty Speaker, Fakhrul Ahsan, 
Ph.D., Professor, Department of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences, SOP; and Graduate Program Advisor, 
GPPS, TTUHSC Amarillo — “Hierarchy, Clarity, 
Brevity, and Urbanity in Scientific Writings and 
Presentations” 
 

03/23/2016 — Alejandra Fernandez, Doctoral 
Dissertation Defense — “Diet and exercise as  

potential anticonvulsant therapies in mouse  
seizure models” 
 

03/30/2016 — Ali Sifat — “Effects of Nicotine on 
Brain Glucose Utilization: Investigation of  
E-Cigarette Use” 
 

03/30/2016 — Ismail Walbi — “DNA nanoparticle 
formulation using chitosan and sodium  
triphosphate ionic gelation method: synthesis  
and characterization” 
 

04/06/2016 — Guest Speaker, Fengtian Xue, 
Ph.D., F.A.H.A., Assistant Professor, Department 
of Pharmaceutical Sciences, School of Pharmacy, 
University of Maryland, Baltimore, MD — “Small 
Molecule Inhibitors of the BCL6 BTB Domain for 
Diffuse Large B-Cell Lymphoma (DLBCL)" 
 

04/13/2016 — Sreedhar Reddy Suthe — 
“Cysteine Bridging for Stable and Homogeneous 
Antibody Drug Conjugates(ADC): Synthesis of 
Bisalkylating Linker” 
 

04/13/2016 — A.G.M. Mostofa — “MGMT, a  
Human DNA Repair Protein and Anticancer Drug 
Resistance Determinant Interacts with PCNA and 
Functions as an S-Phase Checkpoint” 
 

04/20/2016 — Guest Speaker, Insan Kim, Ph.D., 
Professor, Korea Institute of Science and Technol-
ogy, Seoul, South Korea — “Introduction to Mem-
brane Transporters and Clinical Relevance of 
Transporter Mediated Drug-Drug Interactions” 
 

04/22/2016 — Alumni Speaker, Kunal Taskar, 
Ph.D., S Investigator, GlaxoSmithKline, Mecha-
nism & Extrapolation Technologies, DMPK, UK; 
RD Platform Technology & Science — 
“Introduction to Membrane Transporters and  
Clinical Relevance of Transporter Mediated  
Drug-Drug Interactions” 
 

05/04/2016 — Md. Yousuf Ali — “Cytokine  
Stimulation of NOS Activity is not Straightforward” 
 

05/04/2016 — Maria (Heidi) Villalba — “An  
Investigation on the Role of Myo-Inositol in  
Ischemic Stroke Injury” 
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Cadillac Ranch,  
photo by Yoon Jung Lee, 

Graduate Student in Dr. Stoll’s lab 
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≈Basak D, Punganuru SR, Srivenugopal KS.  
Piperlongumine exerts cytotoxic effects against 
cancer cells with mutant p53 proteins at least in 
part by restoring the biological functions of the tu-
mor suppressor. Int J Oncol. 2016 Apr;48(4):1426-
36. doi: 10.3892/ijo.2016.3372. Epub 2016 Feb 3. 
 

≈Naomi J. Wangler, Srinidhi Jayaraman, Rui Zhu, 
Yehia Mechref, Thomas J. Abbruscato, Ulrich  
Bickel, Vardan T. Karamyan. Preparation and pre-
liminary characterization of recombinant neurolysin 
for in vivo studies. J Biotechnol. 2016 Sep 
20;234:105-15. doi: 10.1016/j.jbiotec.2016.07.007. 
[Epub 2016 Aug 2] 
 

≈Kaisar MA, Prasad S, Liles T, Cucullo L. A dec-
ade of e-cigarettes: Limited research & unresolved 
safety concerns. Toxicology. 2016 Jul 28;365:67-
75. doi:10.1016/j.tox.2016.07.020. [Epub ahead of 
print] 
 

≈Kinarivala N, Suh, JH, Botros, M, Webb, P,  
Trippier, PC. Pharmacophore elucidation of phos-
phoiodyn A - Potent and selective peroxisome pro-
liferator-activated receptor β/δ agonists with neuro-
protective activity. Bioorg Med Chem Lett. 2016 
Apr 15;26(8):1889-93. doi: 
10.1016/.bmcl.2016.03.028. Epub 2016 Mar 9. 
 

≈Kinarivala N, Trippier PC. Progress in the Devel-
opment of Small Molecule Therapeutics for the 
Treatment of Neuronal Ceroid Lipofuscinoses 
(NCLs). J Med Chem. 2016 May 26;59(10):4415-
27. doi: 10.1021/acs.jmedchem.5b01020. Epub 
2015 Nov 24. 
 

≈Punganuru SR, Madala HR, Venugopal SN,  
Samala R, Mikelis C, Srivenugopal KS. Design and 
synthesis of a C7-aryl piperlongumine derivative 
with potent antimicrotubule and mutant p53-
reactivating properties. Eur J Med Chem. 2016 Jan 
1;107:233-44. doi: 10.1016/j.ejmech.2015.10.052. 
Epub 2015 Nov 2. 
 

≈Srivenugopal KS, Rawat A, Niture SK, Paranjpe 
A, Velu C, Venugopal SN, Madala HR, Basak D, 
Punganuru SR. Posttranslational Regulation of O
(6)-Methylguanine-DNA Methyltransferase (MGMT) 
and New Opportunities for Treatment of Brain Can-
cers. Mini Rev Med Chem. 2016;16(6):455-64. 
 

≈Punganuru SR, Mostofa AGM, Madala HR, 
Basak D, Srivenugopal KS. Potent anti-
proliferative actions of a non-diuretic glucosamine 
derivative of ethacrynic acid. Bioorg Med Chem 
Lett. 2016 Jun 15;26(12):2829-33. doi: 10.1016/
j.bmcl.2016.04.062. Epub 2016 Apr 22. 
 

≈Prasad S, Sajja RK, Kaisar MA, Cucullo L.   
Hyperglycemia exacerbates antiretroviral drug 
combination induced blood-brain barrier endothelial 
toxicity. Neurotoxicology. 2016 Jun 23;56:1-6. doi: 
10.1016/j.neuro.2016.06.011. [Epub ahead of print] 
 

≈Ranjan A, Srivastava SK. Penfluridol suppresses 
pancreatic tumor growth by autophagy-mediated 
apoptosis. Sci Rep. 2016 May 18;6:26165.  [doi: 
10.1038/srep26165] 
 

≈Qin JJ, Wang W, Sarkar S, Voruganti S, 
Agarwal R, Zhang R. Inulanolide A as a new dual 
inhibitor of NFAT1-MDM2 pathway for breast can-
cer therapy. Oncotarget. 2016 May 31;7(22):32566
-32578. doi: 10.18632/oncotarget.8873. 
 

≈Qin JJ, Sarkar S, Voruganti S, Agarwal R, Wang 
W, Zhang R. Identification of lineariifolianoid A as a 
novel dual NFAT1 and MDM2 inhibitor for human 
cancer therapy. J Biomed Res. 2016 Jul;30(4):322-
33. doi: 10.7555/JBR.30.20160018. Epub 2016 
May 25. 
 

≈Kshitij Verma, Tianzhu Zang, Nehal Gupta, 
Travor M. Penning, and Paul C. Trippier. Selective 
AKR1C3 Inhibitors Potentiate Chemotherapeutic 
Activity in Multiple Acute Myeloid Leukemia (AML) 
Cell Lines. ACS Med. Chem. Lett. June 22, 2016.  
doi:10.1021/acsmedchemlett.6b00163. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Medi Park, photo by Yoon Jung Lee, 
Graduate Student in Dr. Stoll’s lab 

“When you arise in the morning,  
think of what a precious privilege  

it is to be alive - to breathe,  
to think, to enjoy, to love.”   

~~~ 
Marcus Aurelius  

(AD 121-180) 
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CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

 
Society of Toxicology, 55th Annual Meeting and ToxExpo 

March 13-17, 2016 * New Orleans, LA 
 

*Hanumantha Rao Madala, Surendra R Punganuru, Constantinos 
Mikelis, Kalkunte Srivenugopal.  “Design of a Rofecoxib-combretastatin 
Hybrid Drug That Exerts Potent and Improved Antimicrotubule and  
Anti-Angiogenesis Properties Retaining Cox-2 Inhibition.” 
 

*Alok Ranjan and Sanjay Srivastave.  "Penfluridol suppresses glioblastoma tumor growth by inhibiting sonic  
hedgehog signaling." 
 

*Shikha Prasad, Ravi Sajja and Luca Cucullo.  "Metformin prevents Cigarette Smoke-induced Nrf2 downregulation 
and BBB Endothelial toxicity: A new therapeutic use of an old drug?" 
 

*Kshitij Verma, Tianzhu Zang, Trevor M. Penning, and Paul C. Trippier.  “Synthesis of Potent and Selective 
AKR1C3 Inhibitors for Acute Myeloid Leukemia Therapy” 

 
American Heart Association, International Stroke Conference 

February 17-19, 2016 * Los Angeles, CA 
 

*Shyanne Page, Alli Munsell, Abraham Al-Ahmad.  "Modeling the ischemic 
blood-brain barrier in a dish using human induced pluripotent stem cells" 

Alzheimer’s Drug Discovery Foundation,  
10th Annual Drug Discovery for Neurodegeneration Conference 

March 6-8, 2016 * Miami, FL 
 

*Nihar Kinarivala, Joelle Makoukji, Fadi Saadeh, Rose-Mary Boustany and 
Paul C. Trippier.  “Design, synthesis, and structure-activity relationships of 
flupirtine derivatives for the treatment of neuronal ceroid lipofuscinosis”. 

 

*Ronak Patel, Shyanne Page and Abraham Al-Ahmad.  "The Neurovascular Unit in a Dish: Development of a  
Patient Specific in vitro Model using Stem Cells" 

American Association of Cancer Research 
April 16-20, 2016 * New Orleans, LA 

 

*Alok Ranjan and Sanjay Srivastava.  "Penfluridol suppresses 
glioblastoma tumor growth by inhibiting sonic hedgehog signaling" 

 

*Hanumantha Rao Madala, Surendra Reddy Punganuru, and Kalkunte Srivenugopal.  “Potent functional inactivation 
of the MGMT DNA repair protein by dithiocarbamate compounds increases the efficacy of temozolomide in human 
glioblastoma cells.” 

Center of Excellence for Translational  
Neuroscience and Therapeutics (CTNT),  

First Annual Meeting,  
April 21, 2016 * TTUHSC Lubbock, TX 

 

*Alejandra Fernandez, YoonJung Lee, James Stoll.  
“A 35% Triheptanoin Diet Reduces Spontaneous  
Electrographic Seizures in Pilocarpine-Induced  
Epileptic Mice”. 
 

Nihar Kinarivala, Fadi Saadeh, Joelle Makoukji, Rose-Mary Boustany, and Paul C. Trippier. "Investigation of 
Flupirtine Structure Activity Relationship for the Treatment of Batten Disease." 
 

*Ronak Patel, Shyanne Page, Abraham Al-Ahmad.  "The Neurovascular Unit in a Dish : Development of an in vitro 
Patient Specific Model Based on Induced Pluripotent Cells" 
 

*Taylor Liles,  Ravi K. Sajja, Shikha Prasad, Piexin Jiang, Luca Cucullo.  “Vorinostat Induces P-glycoprotein and 
BCRP Drug Efflux Activity at the Blood-Brain Barrier: Implications for Limited Use in Combination Chemotherapy” 
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CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS (cont’d) 

 

American Association of Immunologists, 
Immunology 2016 

May 13-17, 2016 * Seattle, WA 
 

*Jee Hyun Park, Li Yang, Faleh Alqahtani and Ulrich Bickel.  "Development of a Novel Preclinical Model Based on 
HLA-A2 Transgenic Mice to Evaluate T-Cell Receptor Mimic Monoclonal Antibodies as Therapeutic Agents against 
Brain Metastases of Human Breast Cancer" 
 

*Jee Hyun Park, Oriana E. Hawkins, Navin K. Chintala, Jon A. Weidanz and Ulrich Bickel.  "Internalization of T-Cell 
Receptor Mimic Antibody RL6A by Brain Derived Endothelial Cells Analyzed by Flow Cytometry" 

American Association  
of Pharmaceutical Scientists,  

National Biotechnology Conference 
May 16-18, 2016 * Boston, MA 

 

*Kshitij Verma, Tianzhu Zang, Trevor M. 
Penning, and Paul C. Trippiera. "Development of novel therapeutics for Castration Resistant Prostate Cancer 
(CRPC) and Acute Myeloid Leukemia (AML): Design and Evaluation of selective AKR1C3 inhibitors"  
— Podium Presentation 

CYTO 2016, 31st Congress of the International  
Society for Advancement of Cytometry 

June 11-15, 2016 * Seattle, WA 
 

*Jee Hyun Park, Oriana E. Hawkins, Navin K. Chintala, Jon A. 
Weidanz and Ulrich Bickel.  “Flow Cytometry Analysis of T-Cell 
Receptor Mimic Antibody (TCRm) RL6A Internalization by Brain 
Derived Endothelial Cells” — Podium Presentation 

 

North American Vascular Biology Organization,  
Vasculata 2016 

August 15-17, 2016 * Philadelphia, PA 
 

*Md. Sanaullah Sajib, Jee Hyun Park, Mohd Nazmul-Hasan-Apu, 
Richard Wagner, Hena Tewari, Sanjay K. Srivastava, Paul Tullar, 
Ulrich Bickel, Constantinos M. Mikelis.  "Endothelial RhoA Signaling 
Pathway: Role in Cancer Metastasis" 

Amarillo Botanical Gardens, 
photo by Yoon Jung Lee 

“Wisdom is  
the art of  
knowing  
what to  

overlook.”  
~ 

William James, 
psychologist 
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FALL 2016 CONFERENCES 

Texas Tech University  
Health Sciences Center  

and the  

Laura W. Bush  
INSTITUTE for WOMEN’S HEALTH   

Lubbock, Texas  *  October 21, 2016 

Baylor University  
Waco, Texas  

October 21-22, 2016 

Symposia on Cancer Research  
“Cancer Evolution:  

Mechanisms of Vulnerability 
and Resistance” 

Houston, TX 
October 6-7, 2016 
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The 28th Annual Student Research Week, hosted by the Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center (TTUHSC) Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences (GSBS) in Lubbock, 
was held March 8-11, 2016. The theme this year was “Molecular Basis of Life + Disease”, and twelve 
(12) poster entries from junior and senior basic science researchers were presented by our GPPS 
students. Keynote Speakers included:  Mario Capecchi, Ph.D., who was awarded the 2007 Nobel 
Prize in Physiology or Medicine, and Susan Amara, Ph.D., Scientific Director at the National Institute 
of Mental Health and National Institutes of Health.  
 

GPPS PRESENTERS: 
 

Md. Sanaullah Sajib, Md. Ashraf-Uz-Zaman, Constantinos Mikelis, Nadezhda German.  "Evaluation of 
the Fungal Metabolite Gliotoxin as an Anti-Cancer Agent."  [Presented by Ashraf-Uz-Zaman] 
 

Debasish Basak and Kalkunte Srivenugopal.  "Redox-mediated inactivation of MGMT DNA repair sensi-
tizes human gliomas to alkylating agents in vitro and in vivo". 
 

Anwar Hossain, Narshimha Sattenapally, Stephanie DeLeon, Kendra Rambaugh, Hardin I Parikh, 
Nadezhda German.  "Prevention of bacterial virulence by synthetic quorum sensing inhibitors" 
 

Laxmi Iyer, Benard Ogola and Thomas Thekkumkara.  "Hyperglycemia Induced Cell Injury in Renal Proxi-
mal Tubule Cells". 
 

Srinidhi Jayaraman, Rui Zhu, Naomi J. Wangler, Yehia Mechref, Thomas J. Abbruscato, David A.  
Ostrov, Vardan T. Karamyan.  Allosteric Potentiation of Peptidase Neurolysin by Small Molecules." 
 

Nihar Kinarivala, Fadi Saadeh, Joelle Makoukji, Rose-Mary Boustany, and Paul C. Trippier.  
"Investigation of Flupirtine Structure Activity Relationship for the Treatment of Batten Disease." 
 

Hanumantha Rao Madala, Surendra R Punganuru, Constantinos Mikelis, Kalkunte Srivenugopal.  
“Design of a Rofecoxib-combretastatin Hybrid Drug That Exerts Potent and Improved Antimicrotubule and 
Anti-angiogenesis Properties Retaining Cox-2 Inhibition”. 
 

A.G.M. Mostofa and  Kalkunte S. Srivenugopal.  "MGMT, a Human DNA Repair Protein and Anticancer 
Drug Resistance Determinant Interacts With PCNA and Functions as a S-phase Checkpoint". 
 

Page, Shyanne; Munsell, Alli; Al-Ahmad, Abraham.  "Modeling the ischemic blood-brain barrier in a dish 
using human induced pluripotent stem cells". 
 

Ronak Patel, Shyanne Page, Dr. Abraham Al-Ahmad.  “The Neurovascular Unit in a Dish: Development 
of a Patient Specific in vitro Model using Stem Cells”. 
 

Ali Sifat, Kaushik Shah, Thomas J. Abbruscato.  "Validation of an acute brain slice model to study the 
effects of nicotine on brain glucose utilization: Potential impact of e-cigarette use". 
 

Heidi Villalba, Kaushik Shah, Thomas J. Abbruscato.  "Optimizing Behavioral Test to Assess the Neuro-
Protective and Restorative Effects of Myo-Inositol in Focal Ischemia". 

Dr. Quentin Smith,  
Dean of the TTUHSC  
School of Pharmacy  
in Amarillo (left),  
with GPPS graduate  
students attending SRW 
(l-r) Heidi Villalba,  
Alejandra Fernandez, 
Shyanne Page,  
Laxmi Iyer and  
Srinidhi Jayaraman. 
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Fifteenth Annual School of Pharmacy Research Days 
June 1-2, 2016 
 

   This year, faculty members, graduate students, post-docs and residents converged at the Amarillo 
Civic Center Heritage Room in Amarillo, TX to showcase their research during the Fifteenth Annual 
School of Pharmacy Research Days held on Wednesday and Thursday, June 1st and 2nd. The 
Keynote Speaker on Wednesday was Marcie A Glicksman, Ph.D., Vice President of Biology for 
Orig3n, Inc. On Thursday, the Keynote Speaker was Joseph Saseen, Pharm.D., Professor and De-
partment Vice Chair at the University of Colorado School of Pharmacy. Other speakers were: Carlos 
Alvarez, Pharm.D., Associate Professor for the  Department of Pharmacy Practice on the School of 
Pharmacy's Dallas/Fort Worth campus; Constantinos Mikelis, Ph.D., Assistant Professor for the De-
partment of Biomedical Science on the Amarillo campus; and Dr. Devin Lowe, Ph.D., an Assistant 
Professor for the Department of Immunotherapeutics and Biotechnology on the Abilene campus. 
Speakers for concurrent sessions were: Marta Collier, Director of Development, Grant Development 
at TTUHSC in Lubbock; Lisa McDonald, Director for the Kinetic Accelerator Innovated by TTUHSC; 
and Charles Seifert, Pharm.D., Regional Dean for the School of Pharmacy’s Lubbock campus. 
   Podium presentations were given Wednesday afternoon and Thursday morning by selected  
Individuals, and the annual dinner and social were held Thursday evening at the Amarillo Country 
Club. Posters were judged Thursday afternoon, and awards were presented Friday afternoon to 
complete the event, with 28 entries from residents, and 41 from students and graduate students.  
Six of our GPPS graduate students gained recognition and were awarded during the final ceremony. 
The Laura W. Bush Institute for Women’s Health, hosted by TTUHSC, and P. Michael Conn, Ph.D., 
TTUHSC senior vice president for research, helped sponsor the event, which is a wonderful  
opportunity for researchers from all four campuses of the School of Pharmacy to come together  
and talk about their research, building toward future collaborations and friendships. 
 

Podium Presentations: 
 

▪Srinidhi Jayaraman, Rui Zhu, Naomi J. Wangler, Yehia Mechref, Thomas J. Abbruscato, David A. 
Ostrov, Vardan T. Karamyan.  “Allosteric Potentiation of Endopeptidase Neurolysin”. 
 

▪Nihar Kinarivala, Paul C. Trippier.  “Investigation of Flupirtine Structure-Activity Relationship for 
the treatment of Batten Disease”. 
 

Outstanding Poster Presentation Awards: 
 

—> Junior Graduate Student Category: 
 

▪YoonJung Lee, Alejandra Fernandez, James Stoll.  “Reduced Frequency of Spontaneous  
Electrographic Seizures in Pilocarpine-Induced Epileptic Mice Using a Triheptanoin Diet”. 
 

▪Anwar Hossain, Narsimha Sattenapally, Stephanie DeLeon, Kendra Rambaugh, Hardik I Parikh, 
Nadezhda German.  “Prevention of Bacterial Virulence by Synthetic Quorum Sensing Inhibitors”. 
 

—> Senior Graduate Student Category: 
 

▪A.G.M. Mostofa, K.S. Srivenugopal.  “MGMT, a Human DNA Repair Protein and Anticancer Drug 
Resistance Determinant Interacts with PCNA and Functions as a S-phase Checkpoint”. 
 

▪Alok Ranjan and Sanjay K. Srivastava. “Glioblastoma Tumor Growth Suppression by Penfluridol 
through Akt Mediated Inhibition of Sonic Hedgehog Signaling”. 
 

Graduate Student Presenters: 

 

▪Amer Saad Alali, Tanvirul Hye, Ismail Walbi, Xinli Liu.  “Polymeric Nanoparticles Encapsulating 
Novel Microtubule Inhibitor BPR0L075.” 
 

▪Faleh Alqahtani,  Ekram Ahmed Chowdhury, Reza Mehvar, Ulrich Bickel.  “Microdialysis  
Technique for Measuring [13C] Sucrose and Metabolites in Brain Extracellular Fluid”. 
 
 

          (continued on page 12) 
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(SOP Research Days, cont’d from page 11) 
 
▪Md Sanaullah Sajib, Md Ashraf-Uz-Zaman, Constantinos Mikelis, Nadezhda German.  “Evaluation 
of the Fungal Metabolite Gliotoxin as an Anti-Cancer Agent”.  [Presented by Ashraf-Uz-Zaman] 
 

▪Debasish Basak, Kalkunte S Srivenugopal.  “Redox-Mediated Inactivation of MGMT DNA Repair 
Sensitizes Human Gliomas to Alkylating Agents In Vitro and In Vivo”. 
 

▪Sujit Biswas, Tanvirul Hye, Xinli Liu.  “Quantitative UPLC Analysis of Anticancer Agents Lapatinib 
and Capecitabine”. 
 

▪Ekram Ahmed Chowdhury, Mohammad K. Miah, Reza Mehvar, Ulrich Bickel.  “Validation of  
LC-MS/MS Method for the Quantification of [13C12] Sucrose for Application in the Measurement of 
Blood Brain Barrier Permeability in Different Biological Matrices”. 
 

▪Nehal Gupta, Parul Gupta and Sanjay K. Srivastava.  “Penfluridol Reduces Paclitaxel Resistance  
in Breast Cancer by Inhibiting HER2/β-Catenin Signaling”. 
 

▪Tanvirul Hye, Xinli Liu.  “Engineered Biocompatible Peptide Increases Brain Delivery of PEGylated 
Nanoemulsion Via Transient and Reversible Opening of BBB”. 
 

▪Laxmi Iyer, Benard Ogola, Yong Zhang, and Thomas Thekkumkara.  “Down-Regulation of  
Angiotensin Type 1 Receptor by Tannic Acid in Rat Aortic Vascular Smooth Muscle Cells: An Insight 
into the ‘French Paradigm’”. 
 

▪Taylor Liles, Ravi K. Sajja, Shikha Prasad, Peixin Jiang, Luca Cucullo.  “Vorinostat Induces  
Blood-Brain Barrier P-glycoprotein and BCRP Activity: Implications for its Limited use in Combination 
Chemotherapy”. 
 

▪Hanumantha Rao Madala, Surendra R. Punganuru and Kalkunte S. Srivenugopal.  “Development 
of Stable and Brain-Penetrating Disulfiram Nanoparticles to Improve its Efficacy Against Malignant 
Gliomas”. 
 

▪Benard Ogola, Yong Zhang and Thomas Thekkumkara.  “2-Methoxyestradiol Down-regulates  
Angiotensin Type 1 Receptor Through GPR30 Dependent Phosphoinositide 3-Kinase Pathway”. 
 

▪Shyanne Page, Alli Munsell, Abraham Al-Ahmad.  “Modeling the Ischemic Blood-Brain Barrier in a 
Dish Using Human Induced Pluripotent Stem Cells”. 
 

▪Jee Hyun Park, Oriana E. Hawkins, Navin K. Chintala, Jon A. Weidanz and Ulrich Bickel.  “Flow 
Cytometry-Based Internalization Assay of T-Cell Receptor Mimic Antibody (TCRm) RL6A”. 
 

▪Sharavan Ramachandran, Neel Fofaria, Sanjay K. Srivastava.  “Novel Propanoic Acid Derivative 
Sensitizes Braf Mutated Melanoma Cells”. 
 

▪Jahidur Rashid, Fakhrul Ahsan.  “A Highly Sensitive LC-MS/MS Method for Concurrent  
Determination of Sildenafil and Rosiglitazone in Rat Plasma”. 
 

▪Mohd Nazmul-Hasan-Apu, Md Sanaullah Sajib, Richard Wagner, Hena Tewari, Sameer Saifuddin, 
Sanjay K. Srivastava, Paul Tullar, Constantinos M. Mikelis. “Role of RhoA Signaling Pathway in 
bFGF - and Cancer-induced Angiogenesis”.  [Presented by Sajib] 
 

▪Md Sanaullah Sajib, Jee Hyun Park, Mohd Nazmul Hasan Apu, Richard Wagner, Hena Tewari, 
Sanjay K. Srivastava, Paul Tullar, Ulrich Bickel, Constantinos M. Mikelis. "Endothelial RhoA  
Signaling Pathway: Role in Cancer Metastasis”. 
 

▪Shikha Prasad, Ravi K. Sajja, Luca Cucullo. “Metformin Activates Nrf2 Pathway and Prevents  
Cigarette Smoke-induced BBB Endothelial Dysfunction”. 
 

▪Ali Ehsan Sifat, Kaushik Shah, Thomas Abbruscato.  “Effects of Nicotine on Brain Glucose  
Utilization: Potential Impact of E-Cigarette Use”. 
 

▪Sreedhar Reddy Suthe, Liang Feng, Ming-Hai Wang.  “Antibody Drug Conjugates: Opportunities 
and Challenges”. 
          (continued on page 13) 
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(SOP Research Days, cont’d from page 12) 
 
▪Kshitij Verma, Tianzhu Zang, Trevor M. Penning, Paul C. Trippier. “Development of Novel Thera-
peutics for Castration Resistant Prostate Cancer (CRPC) and Acute Myeloid Leukemia (AML):  
Synthesis and Evaluation of Selective AKR1C3 Inhibitors”. 
 

▪Kshitij Verma, Tianzhu Zang, Trevor M. Penning, Paul C. Trippier. “Design, Synthesis and  
Structure Activity Relationship Optimization of Baccharin Derivatives for AKR1C3 Inhibition”. 
 

▪Heidi Villalba, Kaushik Shah and Thomas J. Abbruscato. “Behavioral Tests to Assess the  
Neuro-Protective and Restorative Effects of Myo-Inositol in Animal Stroke Model”. 
 

▪Ismail A Walbi, Suni Tang, Xinli Liu. “DNA Nanoparticle Formulation using Chitosan and  
Sodium Triphosphate Ionic Gelation Method: Synthesis and Characterization”. 
 

Dr. Paul Trippier (left) presented  
Srinidhi Jayaraman with certificate 

for her Podium Presentation. 

A.G.M. Mostofa (center) received  
award from Dr. Trippier and  

Dr. Sanjay Srivastava for  
Outstanding Poster Presentation in the  

Senior Graduate Student Category. 

Alok Ranjan (center) received award  
from Dr. Trippier and Dr. Srivastava for 
Outstanding Poster Presentation in the 

Senior Graduate Student Category. 

Anwar Hossain (center) received award 
from Dr. Trippier and Dr. Srivastava for  
Outstanding Poster Presentation in the 

Junior Graduate Student Category. 

Nihar Kinarivala (left) received  
certificate from Dr. Trippier  
for Podium Presentation. 

Yoon Jung Lee (center) received award 
from Dr. Trippier and Dr. Srivastava for  
Outstanding Poster Presentation in the 

Junior Graduate Student Category. 

Nihar Kinarivala (right) presenting research poster. 
Anwar Hossain (left)  

presenting research poster. 
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SCHOOL OF PHARMACY CELEBRATION OF ACHIEVEMENT            April 29, 2016 Award Ceremony 
Graduate Student Association at Amarillo      Honors for Students, Faculty & Staff  

Anwar Hossain: Outstanding Poster Presentation Award, Junior Graduate Student Category, Fifteenth 
Annual Research Days, TTUHSC SOP, Amarillo, TX; June 2016. 
Nihar Kinarivala: Dean’s Scholars Award, Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences, February 2016. 
Nihar Kinarivala: Outstanding Young Investigator Scholarship, Alzheimer’s Drug Discovery Foundation 
(ADDF), March 2016. 
Yoon Jung Lee: Outstanding Poster Presentation Award, Junior Graduate Student Category, Fifteenth 
Annual SOP Research Days, TTUHSC, Amarillo, TX, June 2016. 
A.G.M. Mostofa: Outstanding Poster Presentation Award, Senior Graduate Student Category, Fifteenth 
Annual SOP Research Days, TTUHSC, Amarillo, TX, June 2016. 
Jee Hyun Park: Best Oral Presentation in Graduate Student Seminar – Fall 2015, Graduate Student  
Association at Amarillo, TTUHSC SOP, Amarillo, TX,  January 2016. 
Jee Hyun Park: Phonathon Scholarship, TTUHSC SGA Phonathon Committee, awarded March 2016.  
(to be applied graduating term). 
Jee Hyun Park: Student Travel Award, International Society for Advancement of Cytometry, CYTO 
2016, 31st Congress of ISAC, Seattle, WA; June 2016. 
Ronak Patel: Young Investigator Scholarship, Alzheimer’s Drug Discovery Foundation (ADDF), March 
2016. 
Alok Ranjan: Best Oral Presentation in Graduate Student Seminar – Fall 2015, Graduate Student  
Association at Amarillo, TTUHSC SOP, Amarillo, TX,  January 2016. 
Alok Ranjan: Graduate Student Best Abstract Award for 2016, Association of Scientists of Indian Origin 
(ASIO), Society of Toxicology (SOT), New Orleans, LA, March 2016. 
Alok Ranjan: Outstanding Poster Presentation Award, Senior Graduate Student Category, Fifteenth  
Annual SOP Research Days, TTUHSC, Amarillo, TX, June 2016. 
Shikha: Dean’s Scholars Award, Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences, February 2016. 
Shikha: Graduate Student Travel Support Award (stipend rec'd Feb'16), Society of Toxicology, to attend 
SOT 55th Annual Meeting and ToxExpo, New Orleans, LA, in March 2016. 
Kshitij Verma: American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists, Biotechnology Graduate Student  
Research Award & Podium Presentation, Boston, MA, May 2016. 

Dr. Margaret Weis 
received the 

“Graduate Teacher  
of the Year 

(Pharmacology)” 
award. 

Dr. Luca Cucullo (center) was presented  
the “Graduate Mentor of the Year” award by  

Jee Hyun Park (left), GSAA President, and 
Heidi Villalba (right), GSAA Vice-President. 

Heidi (left) presented the “Graduate Teaching Team of the Year (Graduate  
Physiology-Based Pharmacology)” award to (l-r)  Drs. Ulrich Bickel,  

Margaret Weis, Vardan Karamyan, Ramakrishna Samala,  
Luca Cucullo and Kalkunte Srivenugopal (not shown.) 

Jee Hyun ‘Jinni’ Park (left) was  
presented the ”Outstanding GSAA 

Student of the Year” award by Heidi. 

Nihar Kinarivala (center left) and Mrs. Shikha (center right)  
were recognized as the TTUHSC GSBS Dean’s Scholars for 

2016, with plaques presented by Jinni (left) and Heidi (right). 
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This year, the ten-week 2016 Amarillo Biomedical Research 
Internship Included the TTU Honors College program. Ten ABRI 
interns and two TTU Honors students were working in various School 
of Pharmacy labs in Amarillo and Abilene. Significant presentations 
were given to both groups almost every week by School of Pharmacy 
faculty and staff. The TTU Honors College program concluded with 

presentations on Friday, July 1st. The ABRI program concluded a few weeks later on Friday, July 
29th, with podium presentations from each of the interns. The interns were presented a certificate 
after they enjoyed a luncheon with parents, faculty, graduate students and staff.   

ABRIABRI 

ABRI interns: 
 

»Julian Alvarez ~ Dr. Ulrich Bickel, Pharmaceutical Sciences 
 

»Abbie Biggers ~ Dr. Vardan Karamyan, Pharmaceutical Sciences 
 

»Mikaelan Cuccaiarre-Stuligross ~ Dr. Abraham Al-Ahmad, 
     Pharmaceutical Sciences 
 

»Leighton Hooks ~ Dr. Sanjay Srivastava, Biomedical Sciences 
 

»Elizabeth Innis ~ Dr. Xinli Liu, Pharmaceutical Sciences 
 

»John Jackson ~ Dr. Luca Cucullo,  
     Pharmaceutical Sciences 
 

»Lisa Langan ~ Dr. Fakhrul Ahsan,  
     Pharmaceutical Sciences 
 

»Jordan Massingill ~ Dr. Nadezhda German, 
     Pharmaceutical Sciences 
 

»Ahmed Morsy ~ Dr. Paul Trippier, 
     Pharmaceutical Sciences 
 

»Rebecca Stark ~ Dr. Irene La-Beck, 
     Immunotherapeutics and Biotechnology 
 
 

TTU Honors College interns: 
 

»Brooke Boston ~ Dr. Nadezhda German, 
     Pharmaceutical Sciences 
 

»Morgan Ryan ~ Dr. Xinli Liu, 
     Pharmaceutical Sciences 

Dr. Ahsan (right) presented  
a certificate to John Jackson. 

(standing, l-r) Julian Alvarez, Leighton Hooks, Ahmed Morsy,  
Elizabeth Innis, Morgan Ryan, Jordan Massingill, John Jackson 

(sitting, l-r) Lisa Langan, Mikaelan Cucciarre-Stuligross,  
Abbie Biggers, Brooke Boston 

Mikaelan  
Cucciarre-Stuligross 
working in the lab. 

Abbie Biggers received  
a certificate from Dr. Ahsan. 
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ALUMNI DIRECTORYALUMNI DIRECTORY 

2001 
Vikas Agarwal, Ph.D. 
Director, New Product Development 
Taris Biomedical 
vagarwal@tarisbio.com 
 
Sivakumar Vaithiyalingam, Ph.D. 
Review Chemist/Staff Fellow 
Division of Chemistry 
OPS/CDER/FDA 
Rockville, MD 
Sivakumar.vaithiyalingam@fda.hhs.gov 
 

2002 
Sami Nazzal, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor   
Dept. of Pharmaceutics  
College of Pharmacy 
Univ. of Louisiana at Monroe, LA 
nazzal@ulm.edu 
 

2003 
Paul Lockman, Ph.D. 
Professor and the Douglas D.  
 Glover Endowed Chair 
Dept. Basic Pharm. Sci., SOP 
 and the Assoc. Dir. for  
 Translational Res. 
West Virginia University HSC 
Morgantown, WV 
prlockman@hsc.wvu.edu 
 

2004 
Anitha Palamakula, Ph.D., R.Ph. 
CDER/FDA 
Rockville, MD  
anitha_100@yahoo.com 
 
Rakhi Shah, Ph.D. 
FDA 
Silver Springs, MD  
rakhi.shah@fda.hhs.gov 
 
Fatima Mustafa, MS, RPh 
Rite Aid 
State College, PA 16801  
fkhan810@gmail.com 
 
Mohammad Nutan, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor   
Dept. of Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Rangel College of Pharmacy 
Texas A&M HSC 
Kingsville, Texas 
mnutan@pharmacy.tamhsc.edu 
 

2005 
Anjaneya Chimalakonda, Ph.D. 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Co. 
Pennington, NJ  
anjaneya.chimalakonda@bms.com 
 
Ragini Vuppugalla, Ph.D. 
Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Princeton , NJ  
ragini.vuppugalla@bms.com 
 
Alamdar Hussain, Ph.D. 
Dept. of Basic Pharmaceutical Sci.  
College of Pharmacy 
University of Oklahoma 
Oklahoma City, OK 
alamdar-hussain@ouhsc.edu 
 
Haritha Mandula,  Ph.D. 
FDA 
Derwood, MD  
haritha.mandula@gmail.com 
 

Jagan Mohan Parepally, Ph.D. 
FDA 
Derwood, MD  
jagan.parepally@fda.hhs.gov 

 
2006 

Young Tag Ko, Ph.D. 
Gwangju Inst. of Science & Tech. 
Gwangju, South Korea 
youngtakko@gmail.com 
 
Nusrat Motlekar, Ph.D. 
FDA 
 
Joachim Hartman, Ph.D.  
LST Lohmann Therapie Systeme 
AG 
Andernach, Germany 
joachim.hartmann@posteo.de 
 
Celee Spidel, Ph.D. 
Canyon, TX 
spidel@suddenlink.net 
 
Vaughan Wittman, Ph.D. 
Director, Immunoassay Dev.    
Sanofi Pasteur VaxDesign Corp. 
Orlando, FL 
vaughan.wittman@sanofipasteur.com 
 
Julie Gaasch Lockman, Ph.D. 
Director of Scientific Dev. and Res. 
Pathfinder 
West Virginia Clinical &  
 Translational Science Institute 
Morgantown, WV 
jmlockman@hsc.wvu.edu 
 
Cornelia Kiewert, Ph.D  
Stiftslinikum Mittelrhein gGmbH 
Klobenz, Germany 
connie.and.jo@web.de 

 
2007 

Chaitanya Chimalakonda, M.S. 
CDER/FDA  
Krishna.Chimalakonda@fda.hhs.gov 
 
Jennifer Paulson, Ph.D., Pharm.D. 
Target Pharmacy  
Amarillo, Texas 
paulson.jennifer@ymail.com 

 
2008 

James Egbert, M.S. 
Seqwright DNA Technology Serv. 
Houston, TX 
 
Jiukuan Hao, Ph.D. 
Dept. of Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Winkle College of Pharmacy 
Cincinnati, OH  
haojn@ucmail.uc.edu 
 
Shuhua Bai, Ph.D. 
Dept. of Basic Pharmaceutical  
 Sciences, School of Pharmacy 
Husson University 
Bangor, ME  
bais@husson.edu 
 
Fancy Thomas, Ph.D. 
Prescient Life Sciences 
New Delhi, India 
thomasfancy@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 

Sharanya Vemula, Ph.D. 
Vertex Pharmaceuticals Inc. 
Cambridge, MA  
sharanyavemula@gmail.com  
 

2009 
Katie Bennett, Ph.D. 
TTUHSC, Clinical Lab. 
 Sciences Program 
Molecular Pathology Program 
Lubbock, TX  
katie.bennett@ttuhsc.edu 
 
Chandan Thomas, Ph.D. 
Lake Erie College of Osteopathic 
Medicine and School of Pharmacy 
Dept. of Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Bradenton, FL  
cmthomas@lecom.edu 
 
Nikhil Vad, Ph.D. 
Post Doc 
Vontz Center for Molecular Studies 
Cincinnati, OH 
nikhil.vad@ttuhsc.edu 
 
Lloyd Alfonso, Ph.D. 
DYC School of Pharmacy 
Buffalo, NY 14201 
alfonsol@dyc.edu 
 
Imam Shaik, Ph.D. 
Postdoctoral Associate     
Dept. of Pharmaceutical Sciences 
University of Pittsburgh SOP 
Pittsburgh, PA 
IHS4@pitt.edu 

 
2010 

Erika Wisdom, M.S.  
Emerg. Mangmt. Program Manager 
National Nuclear Security Admin. 
Department of Energy 
Los Alamos National Laboratory 
Los Alamos, NM 
erikawisdom@yahoo.com 
 
Sunny Guin, Ph.D. 
Research Instructor 
Anschutz Medical Campus 
University of Colorado 
Aurora, CO  
sunny.guin@gmail.com 
 
Vamshi Manda, Ph.D. 
Post Doc 
University of Mississippi 
Oxford, MS 
mandavamshi@gmail.com  
 
Ridhi Parasrampuria, Ph.D. 
The State University of New York 
Novartis Pharmaceutics Co 
Buffalo, NY  
ridhiprp@gmail.com 
 
Sarah Willis, M.S. 
Veteran’s Administration 
Amarillo, TX 

 
2011 

Vivek Gupta, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 
Biopharmaceutical Sciences 
School of BioPharmacy 
Keck Graduate Institute 
Claremont, CA 
vkg4280@gmail.com 
 

Rajendar Mittapalli, Ph.D. 
Associate Clinical Pharmacokineti-
cist II 
Abbvi Inc. (Abbott) 
Chicago, IL 
rajendarmrk@gmail.com 
 
Arun Satelli, Ph.D. 
MD Anderson Cancer Institute 
Houston, TX 
arun.satelli@gmail.com 
 
Rachita Sumbria, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 
Biopharmaceutical Sciences 
Keck Graduate Institute 
Claremont, CA 
Rachita_Sumbria@kgi.edu 
 
Kunal Taskar, Ph.D. 
Senior Investigator 
Mechanism & Extrapolation Tech. 
DMPK, UK 
RD Platform Technology & Science 
kunal.s.taskar@gsk.com 
 
Venkateswaran Chithambaram 
Pillai, Ph.D. 
University of Pittsburg 
Pittsburg, PA 
venki.c.pillai@gmail.com 
 
Satyanarayana Goda, Ph.D. 
Research Scientist 
Formurex, Inc. 
Stockton, CA 
satyapharma@gmail.com 
 
Vinay Rudraraju, Ph.D. 
Safety Scientist 
Daiichi Sankyo  
Edison, NJ 
virura@gmail.com 
 
Li Yang, Ph.D. 
Staff Fellow 
FDA 
Silver Spring, MD 
ylwhzsd@gmail.com 
 

2012 
Kaci Bohn, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 
Curricular Chair 
Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Harding University 
Searcy, AR 
kbohn@harding.edu 
 
Prabodh Kandala, Ph.D. 
Scientist 
ADT Formulations 
Catalent Pharma Solutions 
Somerset NJ 
732-537-6502 
prabodh.kandala@gmail.com 
 
Siva Koganti, Ph.D.  
Postdoctoral Research Associate 
Dept. of Internal Medicine,  
 Cardiovascular Medicine 
University of Iowa 
Iowa City, IA 
Koganti:2468@gmail.com 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Shashi Kudugunti, Ph.D. 
Research Associate   
Repligen Corporation 
Waltham, MA 
skudugunti@repligen.com 
Snehal Padhye, Ph.D. 
Formulation Scientist   
Biovolutions Inc 
Woburn, MA 
snehal.padhye@gmail.com 
 
Ramakrishna Samala, Ph.D. 
Sr. Research Associate 
Dept. of Pharmaceutical Sciences 
TTUHSC, Amarillo, TX 
ramakrishna.samala@ttuhsc.edu 
 
Russell Snyder, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 
Dept. of Biomedical Sciences 
TTUHSC, Amarillo, TX 
russell.snyder@ttuhsc.edu 
 
Bhavna Verma, Ph.D. 
USC/Norris Comprehensive  
 Cancer Center 
Los Angeles, CA 
ursbhavna@gmail.com 
 
Yan Xu, Ph.D. 
Bristol-Myers-Squibb 
New Brunswick, NJ 
yannxu@gmail.com 
 

2013 
Chris Adkins, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 
School of Pharmacy 
South University  
Savannah, GA 
cadkins@southuniversity.edu 
 
Ameya Paranjpe, Ph.D. 
Raleigh, NC 
 
Mamoon Rashid, Ph.D. 
Research Faculty 
Dept. of Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Appalachian College of Pharmacy 
Oakwood, VA 
tturashid@gmail.com 
 
Kaushik Shah, Ph.D. 
Pharmacist 
Walgreens 
Midland Odessa, TX 
Kaushik.K.Shah@gmail.com 

Hussaini Syed Sha Qhattal, Ph.D. 
Senior Scientist 
DPT Laboratories 
San Antonio, TX  78229 
Hussaini_mph@yahoo.com 
 
Shuangling Zhang, Ph.D. 
Postdoctoral Associate 
University of Minnesota 
zsl_2008@163.com 
 

2014 
Shahriar (Abir) Absar, Ph.D. 
Pharm, Div. of Therap. Perform. 
Office of Generic Drugs, 
 CDER/FDA 
Silver Spring, MD 
Mohammad.Absar@fda.hhs.gov 
 
Manoj Banjara, Ph.D. 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Cleveland Clinic 
Cleveland, OH 
banjarm@ccf.org 
 
Nina Blakeman, Ph.D. 
Grand Canyon University 
College of Nursing and Health Care 
Professions (On-line) 
Tulia, TX 
 
Nilesh Gupta, Ph.D. 
Chief Scientific Officer / Co-Founder 
Neofluidics LLC 
Lubbock, TX (head office) 
Carlsbad, CA (currently living) 
nileshgupta1203@gmail.com 
 
Parul Gupta, Ph.D. 
Senior Scientist 
Pfizer Inc. 
San Diego, CA 92121 
pearlets@gmail.com  
 
Jun Liu, Ph.D. 
Scientist 
Primera Analytical Solutions Corp. 
Princeton, NJ 
 
Subhasree Nag, Ph.D. 
Trainee Scientist — Bioanalytical  
 Method Development/Validation 
Cheshire, CT 
Subhasreea.nag@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Kamrun (Shumi) Nahar, Ph.D. 
ORISE Fellow 
US FDA 
Silver Spring, MD 
Knahar.ttu@gmail.com 
 
Brijesh Patel, Ph.D. 
Director R & D 
DS Laboratories 
Tampa, FL 
Brijesh@dslaboratories.com 
 
Sharad Sharma, Ph.D. 
Postdoctoral Associate 
Pharmaceutical Sciences 
State Univ. of New York at Buffalo 
Buffalo, NY 
 
Naomi Wangler, Ph.D. 
Alfaisal University 
Saudi Arabia 
naomiwangler@gmail.com 
 

2015 
Rajiv Balyan, Ph.D. 
Clinical Pharmacology Fellow 
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital  
 Medical Center 
Cincinnati, OH 
Rajiv.Balyan@cchmc.org 
 
Raktima Bhattacharya, Ph.D. 
Post Doc Research Associate 
Dept. of Pharmaceutical Sciences 
TTUHSC, SOP 
Amarillo, TX 
raktima.bhattacharya@ttuhsc.edu 
 
Raghavender Chivukula, Ph.D. 
Post Doctoral Fellow 
Stanford Research Institute (SRI) 
Menlo Park, CA 
Raghu.Chivukula@sri.com 
 
Vindhya Edpuganti, Ph.D. 
Post Doctoral Fellow 
Emory Institute for Drug Dev. 
Emory University 
Atlanta, GA 
Evindhya@gmail.com 
 
Neel Fofaria, Ph.D. 
Strategy Consultant 
Mumbai, India 
Fofaria.neel @gmail.com 
 
 

Md. Rashedul Islam, Ph.D. 
Post Doctoral Research Fellow 
Neuroprotection Research Lab 
MGH/Harvard Medical School 
Boston, MA 
Ri.phdu36@gmail.com 
 
Md. Kowser Miah, Ph.D. 
Post Doctoral Fellow 
University of Pittsburg 
Pittsburg, PA 
kowserdu11@gmail.com 
 
Pooja Naik, Ph.D. 
Post Doc Research Associate 
Dept. of Rheumatology 
John Hopkins University SOM, 
Baltimore, MD 
naik.pooja12@gmail.com 
 
Sukesh Voruganti, Ph.D. 
Sr. Research Associate 
UT Southwestern Medical Center 
Dallas, TX 
Sukesh.Voruganti@gmail.com 
 

2016 
Kito Barrow, Ph.D. 
Dallas, TX 
kbarrow28@gmail.com 
 
Debasish Basak, Ph.D. 
Post Doctoral Fellow 
MD Anderson 
Houston, TX 
Rana_basak@yahoo.com 
 
Alejandra Fernandez, Ph.D. 
Post Doctoral Fellow 
Emory University 
Atlanta, GA 
afernand611@gmail.com 
 
Md. Jahidur Rashid, Ph.D. 
Pharmacometric Research Analyst 
University of Utah 
Division of Clinical Pharmacology 
Department of Pediatrics 
School of Medicine 
Salt Lake City, UT 
Jahidur.Rashid@hsc.utah.edu 
 
 
*For more detailed information on 
an alumni OR for any changes/
additions, please contact Teresa at  
Teresa.Carlisle@ttuhsc.edu. 

ALUMNI DIRECTORYALUMNI DIRECTORY  
(Continued)(Continued) 

Caprock Canyon Sunset, photo by Shyanne Page, 
Graduate Student in Dr. Al-Ahmad’s lab 

Amarillo thundercloud, photo by Shyanne Page 
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GSAA Events GSAA Events   

GSAA/AAPS BULLETIN BOARDGSAA/AAPS BULLETIN BOARD  

GSAA Officers for 2016-2017: 
 

President, Heidi Villalba;  
Vice-President, Shyanne Page;  

Treasurer, Nehal Gupta;  
Secretary, Yoon Jung Lee;  

Student Senate Representative, 
 Abdullah Al Shoyaib;  

Historian, Ali Sifat;  
International Student Representative, 

 Ahmed Alobaida 

Social & Community Service 
Events Planned for F’16: 

 

  *September  
   Back-to-School Picnic at 
      Palo Duro Canyon  
   Habitat for Humanity  
  *October   
   Pumpkin Carving  
   American Heart Walk  
  *November  
   Zipline/Horseback Riding 
      at Palo Duro Canyon  
   High Plains Food Bank  
  *December  
   Botanical Winter Lights  
   [service event TBA] 

   GSSA Members Participated Sp’16 in: 
 

  *January 
   Movie Matinee 
   GSAA Journal Club (startup) 
  *February 
   Bowling Night 
  *March 
   International Night 
   Canned Food Drive 
  *April 
   March of Dimes, March for Babies 
   “Team Tatum” Burrito Fundraiser 
   Ski Trip 
  *May 
   Graduation Party 

 

          2016-2017 Officers of the Amarillo AAPS Chapter 
          Chair - Alok Ranjan 
          Chair-Elect - Md. Abul Kaisar 
          Vice-Chair - Laxmi Iyer 
          Treas./Sec. - Md. Sanaullah Sajib 

MOVIE MATINEEMOVIE MATINEE  

  
  

BOWLING BOWLING 
NIGHTNIGHT  

Congratulations!   
Dr. Constantinos Mikelis and  
his wife, Natasha, had a new  

baby girl in spring 2016!   
Welcome to Katerina! 
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INTERNATIONAL NIGHTINTERNATIONAL NIGHT  

  
SKI TRIPSKI TRIP  

MARCH MARCH   
OF DIMES, OF DIMES,   

  
MARCH MARCH   

FOR BABIESFOR BABIES  

  

“TEAM “TEAM 
TATUM” TATUM” 
FUND-FUND-

RAISERRAISER  

more . . . more . . . GSAA Events GSAA Events   


