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UPDATE FROM DR. AHSAN

This fall, we welcomed eight new students to our program. Hos-
sameldin Abdelrahman, Sarah Anderson, Derek Barthels and
Saeideh Nozohouri joined as Ph.D. students; Racheal Akwii,
Kinzie Sherrill, Nausheen Syeara and Juan Valdez joined as
M.S. students. We also received four additional Ph.D. students
this spring, and look forward to getting to know them over the
next few months. This fall, three students defended their PhD
dissertation and later obtained postdoctoral positions: Drs.
A.G.M. Mostofa, Nihar Kinarivala and Kshitij Verma obtained
positions at Moffitt Cancer Center, Memorial Sloan Kettering

Cancer Center and Genentech, Inc. respectively. Congratula-

tions to AGM, Nihar and Kshitij!! Our graduate students have been very productive in pub-
lishing peer—reviewed manuscripts and presenting their work at various scientific venues.
Sixteen of our faculty-mentored graduate students have authored nine peer-reviewed publi-
cations: seven were first-authored papers and two co-first authored. Twenty-six students
presented their research at national scientific events, two of them were podium presenta-
tions and one being invited as a keynote speaker. We were privileged this November to
host the “2017 Annual American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists (AAPS)
TTUHSC School of Pharmacy’s Alumni and Friends Reception at the Marriott Marquis in
San Diego, California. This was a great opportunity for graduate school alumni and faculty
members to converge from both national and international directions and share personal
and professional updates with old friends and new acquaintances. We cannot thank
enough our alumni for all their support for our students and the program. In December, we
hosted guest speaker, Dr. Changxue Xu, an Assistant Professor with the Department of
Industrial, Manufacturing, & Systems Engineering in the College of Engineering at Texas
Tech University in Lubbock. His presentation titled “Biofabrication of three-dimensional vas-
cular-like constructs” provided us with cutting-edge information which should prove to be
especially beneficial to our research here. Participation in community service events re-
flects positively on our graduate students and our campus. Their interest in the overall
health needs of people in the TTUHSC Amarillo area is reflected by their volunteer work
with: “Ramps Across Texas” to build access ramps for the handicapped; the “Amarillo
Heart Walk” supporting the American Heart Association; Eveline Rivers to help provide
gifts for those in need; and collecting clothes for the Salvation Army to help people ward off
harsh weather. We are proud of the selfless efforts of many of our students. Overall, we not
only welcomed new students and awarded degrees to existing students but also extended
help to our community.

GPPS OFFICE - TTUHSC School of Pharmacy, Suite 217; FAX 356-4021
Dr. Fakhrul Ahsan, Graduate Program Advisor; Professor, Pharmaceutical Sciences: 414-9235
Teresa Carlisle, Graduate Program Coordinator: 414-9329
Susan King, Graduate Student Advisor: 414-9330
Dr. Tom Abbruscato, Associate Dean, GSBS; Chair/Professor, Pharmaceutical Sciences: 414-9234

Agonist is published every fall and spring semester by the Graduate Program of Pharmaceutical
Sciences (GPPS). For updates and new information, e-mail Susan at susan.king@ttuhsc.edu.
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[ FALL 2017 GRADUATES =|

—

AGM Mostofa, Ph.D.
Lab of Dr. Kalkunte
Srivenugopal

Dissertation Presented
August 15, 2017

"Serendipitous Non-Repair
Functions in Replication
and Cell Cycle for the
Human DNA Repair
Protein MGMT”

Kshitij Verma, Ph.D.
Lab of Dr. Paul Trippier

Dissertation Presented
November 3, 2017

"Discovery of Potent and
Highly Selective Small-
Molecule Inhibitors of
Aldo-Keto Reductase
1C3 (AKR1C3)’

Nihar Kinarivala, Ph.D.
Lab of Dr. Paul Trippier

Dissertation Presented
November 10, 2017

“Design, Synthesis and
Evaluation of Aromatic
Carbamates as Neuropro-
tective Agents”

Spring 2018 DISSERTATIONS

Hanumantha Rao Madala
Lab of Dr. Kalkunte S. Srivenugopal
Friday, March 2, 2018 at 1:30pm
AMA PAC 1120/ LUB HSC 1C111

Md. Abul Kaisar
Lab of Dr. Luca Cucullo
Monday, May 7, 2018 at 1:30pm
AMA (TBD) / LUB HSC 1C111

NEW STUDENTS for Spring 2018

(L-to-R): Rachel Hudson, Angelica Carmona, Aditya Bhalerao, Farzane Sivandzade

Aditya Bhalerao, BS

Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur University
India

Lab: Dr. Luca Cucullo

Angelica Carmona, BS, Biochemistry
Mount Saint Mary’s University

Los Angeles, CA, USA

Lab: Dr. Paul Trippier

Rachel Hudson, BS, MS, Animal Science
West Texas A&M University

Canyon, TX, USA

Lab: Dr. Ming-Hai Wang

Farzane Sivandzade, BS, MS, Chemical
Engineering

Sharif University of Technology

Iran

Lab: Dr. Luca Cucullo




Graduate Program in Pharmaceutical Sciences Class of 2017-2018

WISE - Women in Science Endeavors
by Daniela Rolph

Women in Science Endeavors (WIiSE) is a yearly conference in the fields of science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics for middle school girls in the Amarillo area. Girls participate in hands-on ex-
periments and demonstrations led by women who work in these disciplines. The goal of the conference
is to encourage girls to consider and pursue careers in STEM fields. This year’s conference, titled “Be a
STEM Gem,” was held on November 11th, 2017 on the campus of Amarillo College. TTUHSC graduate
students Heidi Villalba and Daniela Rolph joined School of Pharmacy alumna Amanda ‘Mandy’ White-
side (class of 2014) to lead a workshop on perfume chemistry in which the girls learned about chemical
structures and the olfactory system and made their own perfumes.

Daniela helping
middle school girls.

Heidi assisting
attendees with
making perfume.
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GRADUATE STUDENT SEMINAR PROGRAM - FALL 2017

08/16/17 - Faculty Speaker: Abraham
Al-Ahmad, Ph.D., Asst. Prof., Pharmaceutical
Sciences, TTUHSC SOP Amarillo - Seminar
COourse overview.

08/23/17 - Heidi Villalba - “The Effect of Myo-
Inositol in Ischemic Stroke Injury: In-Vitro and
In-Vivo Studies”

08/23/17 - Hanumantha Rao Madala - “IDH1
mutation-inspired inspired a-ketoglutaric acid
mimics for GBM treatment”

08/30/17 - Nihar Kinarivala - “Design, Synthesis
and Employment of Flupirtine-Derivative Chemical
Probes for Neuroprotective Target Identification”

08/30/17 - Kshitij Verma - “Development of Potent
and Highly Selective AKR1C3 Inhibitors for the
Treatment of Castration-Resistant Prostate Cancer
(CRPC) and Acute Myeloid Leukemia (AML)”

09/06/17 - Yoon Jung Lee, Oral Qualifying Exam -
“Exercise and epilepsy: the impact of stress hor-
mones and neurogenesis in seizure threshold”

09/06/17 - Md. Sanaullah Sajib, Oral Qualifying
Exam - “Recombinant Slit2 therapy: An Alternative
Therapeutic Approach to Diabetic Retinopathy”

09/13/17 - Faisal Alamri, Oral Qualifying Exam -
“The Role of Selective D1 or D2 Activation by
L-DOPA Treatment in Combination with Exercise
on Enhancing Stroke Recovery”

09/13/17 - Sharavan Ramachandran, Oral
Qualifying Exam - “Piperlongumine: A novel
treatment option to overcome chemoresistance
in melanoma”

09/20/17 - Md. Ashraf-Uz-Zaman, Oral Qualifying
Exam - “Design, Synthesis and Evaluation of
Hypoxia Activated Combination Therapy for the
Treatment of Solid Tumors”

09/20/17 - Ali Keshavarz - Oral Qualifying Exam -
“A microfluidic chip to emulate PAH-induced right-
ventricular hypertrophy”

09/27/17 - Laxmij lyer - “Tannic Acid is a Tissue-
Specific Dual Modulator of Angiotensin Type 1
Receptor and Low-Density Lipoprotein Receptor:
An Insight into the French Paradox”

09/27/17 - Md. Yousuf Ali - Oral Qualifying Exam
- “Elucidation of the role of ACSL isoforms in
regulation of energy metabolism and polarization
of macrophage”

10/04/17 - Ahmed Alobaida - Oral Qualifying
Exam - “Inhaled nitric oxide donors (NOD) for the
treatment of pulmonary arterial hypertension
(PAH)”

10/04/17 - Ekram Chowdhury - Oral Qualifying
Exam - “Targeted delivery of microRNA-210 mimic
and potential synergistic effects in combination
with melatonin in ischemic stroke”

10/11/17 - Md. Anwar Hossain - Oral Qualifying
Exam - “Dual-acting inhibitors in treatment of
chronic wound infections”

10/18/17 - Ronak Patel - “Isogenic models of the
blood-brain barrier from patient-derived stem cells:
A step closer in designing a neurovascular unit in
a dish”

10/25/17 - Nehal Gupta - “Novel therapeutic ap-
proach to overcome paclitaxel resistance in breast
cancer by targeting HER2/B-catenin signaling”

10/25/17 - Ali Sifat - Oral Qualifying Exam -
“Effects of Maternal E-Cigarette Use on Neonatal
Cognitive Function and Hypoxic Brain Injury”

11/01/17 - Srinidhi Jayaraman - “Do peptidases
play a role in the pathophysiology of ischemic
stroke — an investigational study”

11/01/17 - Abdullah Al Shoyaib - Oral Qualifying
Exam - “Long-Acting Beta-Hydroxybutyrate (BHB)
to Promote Motor Recovery Through Exercise
After Ischemic Stroke in Mice”

11/03/17 - Kshitij Verma - Doctoral Dissertation
Defense - “Discovery of Potent and Highly
Selective Small-Molecule Inhibitors of Aldo-Keto
Reductase 1C3 (AKR1C3)”

11/08/17 - Shyanne Page - Oral Qualifying Exam -
“Determining the role of the System Xc- transporter
in a patient-derived in-vitro model of the blood-
brain barrier during ischemic stroke”

11/08/17 - Sreedhar Reddy Suthe - Oral Qualify-
ing Exam - “Development of a Novel RON Target-
ed Antibody-Drug Conjugates using Cysteine
Bridging Technology for Potential Treatment of
Pancreatic Cancer”

11/10/17 - Nihar Kinarivala - Doctoral Dissertation
Defense - “Design, Synthesis and Evaluation of
Aromatic Carbamates as Neuroprotective Agents”

11/29/17 - Md. Abul Kaisar - “Novel Biomarkers
of Smoking Toxicity at the BBB: Looking into Nrf2
Mitochondrial Transcriptomics”

11/29/17 - Faleh Algahtani - “Evaluation of Blood
Brain Barrier Integrity under Anesthesia with
Ketamine or Volatile Anesthetic Agents”

12/08/17 - Guest Speaker: Changxue Xu, Ph.D.,
Asst. Professor, TTU College of Engineering, Dept.
Industrial, Manufacturing, & Systems Engineering -
“Biofabrication of three-dimensional vascular-like
constructs”
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PUBLICATIONS

=Alamri FF, Shoyaib AA, Biggers A, Jayaraman
S, Guindon J. and Karamyan VT. (2018). Ap-
plicability of the grip strength and automated von
Frey tactile sensitivity tests in the mouse photo-
thrombotic model of stroke. Behav Brain Res. 2018
Jan 15;336:250-255. doi: 10.1016/
j-bbr.2017.09.008. Epub 2017 Sep 8..

=Chowdhury EA, Algahtani F, Bhattacharya R,
Mehvar R, Bickel U. Simultaneous UPLC-MS/MS
analysis of two stable isotope labeled versions of
sucrose in mouse plasma and brain samples as
markers of blood-brain barrier permeability and

nol Biomed Life Sci. 2018 Jan 15;1073:19-26. doi:
10.1016/j.jchromb.2017.12.007. Epub 2017 Dec 6..

~Kim CG, Lee H, Gupta N, Ramachandran S,
Kaushik I, Srivastava S, Kim SH, Srivastava SK.
Role of Forkhead Box Class O proteins in cancer
progression and metastasis. Semin Cancer Biol.
2017 Aug 1. pii: S1044-579X(17)30092-5. doi:
10.1016/j.semcancer.2017.07.007. [Epub ahead of
print]

~Kaisar MA, Villalba H, Prasad S, Liles T, Sifat
AE, Sajja RK, Abbruscato TJ, Cucullo L. Offset-
ting the impact of smoking and e-cigarette vaping
on the cerebrovascular system and stroke injury:

Is Metformin a viable countermeasure? Redox Biol.
2017 Oct;13:353-362. doi: 10.1016/
j.redox.2017.06.006. Epub 2017 Jun 17.

Photos by Yoon Jung Lee,
GPPS Graduate Student, Research Assistant
in lab of Dr. James Stoll

i =Sajja RK, Prasad S, Tang S, Kaisar MA, Cucullo

¢ L. Blood-brain barrier disruption in diabetic mice is
! linked to Nrf2 signaling deficits: Role of ABCB10?

{ Neurosci Lett. 2017 Jul 13;653:152-158. doi:

i 10.1016/j.neulet.2017.05.059. Epub 2017 May 29.

=~Kaisar MA, Kallem RR, Sajja RK, Sifat AE,

i Cucullo L. A convenient UHPLC-MS/MS method

i for routine monitoring of plasma and brain levels of
i nicotine and cotinine as a tool to validate newly

i developed preclinical smoking model in mouse.

i BMC Neurosci. 2017 Oct 11;18(1):71. doi:

i 10.1186/s12868-017-0389-5.

brain vascular space. J Chromatogr B Analyt Tech- ~Prasad S, Kaisar MA, Cucullo L. Unhealthy

smokers: scopes for prophylactic intervention and
i clinical treatment. BMC Neurosci. 2017 Oct 4;18
i (1):70. doi: 10.1186/512868-017-0388-6.

=Kinarivala N, Patel R, Boustany RM, Al-Ahmad
i A, Trippier PC. Discovery of Aromatic Carbamates
i that Confer Neuroprotective Activity by Enhancing
i Autophagy and Inducing the Anti-Apoptotic Protein
i B-Cell Lymphoma 2 (Bcl-2). J Med Chem. 2017

i Dec 14;60(23):9739-9756. doi: 10.1021/

i acs.jmedchem.7b01199. Epub 2017 Nov 22.

=~*Sajib S, *Zahra FT, Lionakis MS, German NA,

i Mikelis CM. Mechanisms of angiogenesis in mi-

i crobe-regulated inflammatory and neoplastic condi-
i tions. Angiogenesis, 2017 Nov 6. doi: 10.1007/

i $10456-017-9583-4. [Epub ahead of print]

i {* = first author}

“Serene and Green” at
Thompson Park, Amarillo, Texas
(during GSAA fall event)
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AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS

Ahmed Alobaida: American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists, Graduate Student Research
Award in Pharmacokinetics, Pharmacodynamcs, and Drug Metabolism and Clinical Pharmacology and
Translational Research, AAPS, San Diego, CA; November 2017.

Faleh Algahtani: American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists Student Chapter, Travel
Award, AAPS, San Diego, CA; November 2017.

Nehal Gupta: American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists Student Chapter, Travel Award,
AAPS, San Diego, CA; November 2017.

Nehal Gupta: TTUHSC GSBS Dean's Scholars Award, Fall 2017.

Anwar Hossain: Panhandle Plains Student Travel Award, American Chemical Society Southwest
Regional Meeting, Lubbock, TX; Oct.-Nov.2017.

Srinidhi Jayaraman: American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists Student Chapter, Travel
Award, AAPS, San Diego, CA; November 2017.

Md. Abul Kaisar: TTUHSC GSBS Dean's Scholars Award, Fall 2017.

Taylor Liles: Full Tuition Scholarship to attend "Principles and Techniques in Mouse Behavioral
Phenotyping and Pharmacology Workshop", Jackson Laboratory, Bar Harbor, ME; October 2017.

Hanumantha Rao Madala: Pathobiology for Investigators, Students & Academians (PISA)
American Society for Investigative Pathology (ASIP) 2017 Trainee Travel Award, ASIP / PISA: Genome
and Enviroonment: Implications in Development, Regeneration, Injury, Immunity, and Malignancy,
Pittsburgh, PA; September 2017.

Hanumantha Rao Madala: Pathobiology for Investigators, Students & Academians (PISA)
Intersociety Council for Pathology Information, Inc. (ICPI) 2017 Trainee Travel Award, ASIP / PISA:
Genome and Environment: Implications in Development, Regeneration, Injury, Immunity, and Malignancy
Pittsburgh, PA; September 2017.

Hanumantha Rao Madala: Best Abstract Award, Pathobiology for Investigators, Students &
Academians (PISA), Pittsburgh, PA; September 2017.

Shyanne Page: American Society for Investigative Pathology (ASIP) Pathobiology for Investiga-
tors, Students & Academians (PISA) 2017 Lawrence and Marion Muller Memorial Trainee Travel Award
for Excellence in Neurodegenerative Disease Research, PISA, Pittsburgh, PA; September 2017.

Sharavan Ramachandran: Young Investigator Travel Fellowship Award, Symposia on Cancer
Research 2017: Cancer Metabolism; UT MD Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, TX; October 2017.

Daniela Rolph: Mary Lou Clements-Mann Scholarship, TTUHSC GSBS; Fall 2017.
Md. Sanaullah Sajib: Mary Lou Clements-Mann Scholarship, TTUHSC GSBS; Fall 2017.

Kshitij Verma: American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists (AAPS) Graduate Student
Research Award in Drug Discovery and Development Interface (DDDI), AAPS Annual Meeting, San
Diego, CA; November 2017.

Fatema Tuz Zhara: Mary Lou Clements-Mann Scholarship, TTUHSC GSBS; Fall 2017.

Dr. Margaret Weis welcomed
graduate students, faculty, staff and
their guests to a festive holiday party

at her home. Some who attended were
(I-r): Daniela Rolph, Sarah Anderson,
Iti Kaushik, Nehal Gupta, Ekram
Chowdhury, Dr. Margaret Weis,
Sanaullah Sajib, Snehal Raut,
Behnaz Lahooti, Fatema Tuz Zahra,
and Yoon Jung Lee.




CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

American Chemical Society, Division of Medicinal Chemistry, Division of
254th National ACS Meeting * Washington, D.C. * Aug. 20-24, 2017

Medicinal
Kshitij Verma, Tianzhu Zang, Trevor M. Penning, and Paul C. Trippier. W Chemistry
"Discovery of (E)-(4-(3-methylbut-2-en-1-yl)-3-(3-phenylpropanamido)

cinnamic acid as Highly Potent and Selective Inhibitor of AKR1C3 for the Treatment of Castration-
Resistant Prostate Cancer and Acute Myeloid Leukemia”.

2017

American Society for Investigative Pathology;
Pathobiology for Investigators, Students & Academians
Pittsburgh, PA * Sept. 25-27, 2017

Hanumantha Rao Madala, Surendra Reddy Punganuru,
Kalkunte Srivenugopal. "IDH1 mutation-inspired a-ketoglutaric
acid mimics for epigenetic therapy of higher grade gliomas".

Pathobiology for Investigators, Students & Academidans
o : Hanumantha Rao Madala, Surendra Reddy Punganuru,
Genome and Environment:

Implications in Development, Regeneration, Injury, '<@lkunte Srivenugopal. "Synthesis of a novel non-diuretic,
Immunity, and Malignancy brain-penetrating, ethacrynic acid analog and demonstration of
September 25-27 « Pittshurgh, PA its potent efficacy in orthotopic glioblastoma (GBM) models".

Shyanne Page, Alli Munsell, Abraham Al-Ahmad. "Modeling the Ischemic Blood-Brain Barrier Using
Patient-Derived Induced Pluripotent Stem Cells".

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS MicroTAS International

MDAnderson Conference * Savannah, GA
Oct. 22-26, 2017

'Gaﬂeel:(?enter Taslim A. Al-Hilal, Ali Keshavarz,

Symposia on Cancer Research Wei Li, and Fakhrul Ahsan.

UT MD Anderson * Houston, TX * Oct. 5-6, 2017 | | Multi-Channel Chips to
Simulate Pulmonary Arterial

Sharavan Ramachandran & Sanjay K. Srivastava. | | Hypertension (PAH)

"Capsaicin negatively regulated Warburg effect in Pathophysiology and
pancreatic cancer and enhances the effects of gem- | | Screen Anti-PAH Drugs".
citabine". [Presented by Keshavarz.]

- American Chemical Society, Southwest Regional Meeting

!,’ i :
Gl'lprﬁp 11d the Lubbock, TX * Oct. 29 - Nov. 1, 2017
2411~ ¥ Md. Ashraf-Uz-Zaman, Nehal Gupta, Sanjay Srivastava,

s 11 3 %- -r‘F*';-FH —'_ Nadezhda German. "Making an Anticancer Agent from Penfluridol:
L R 1 AT L SAR Approach".

Detoder 13- Mivmbir 1

saTmB0IT.0rg Bader Huwaimel, Hezhen Wang, James Miller, Paul S. Brookes,

and Paul C. Trippier. "Design and Synthesis of Mitochondrial Complex
Il Inhibitors as Potential Antineoplastic Agents".

Anwar Hossain, Md. Sanaullah Sajib, Abraham Jacob Al-Ahmad, Constantinos M. Mikelis, Nadezhda
German. "Effect of the disulfide bridge on the biological activity of the gliotoxin".

Nihar Kinarivala, Ronak Patel, Abraham Al-Ahmad, Paul C. Trippier. "Discovery and development of
functionalized aromatic carbamates for the treatment of neurodegeneration”.

Ahmed Morsy, Nihar Kinarivala, Hezhen Wang, Paul C. Trippier. "Small molecule ABAD inhibitors
as a therapeutic strategy in Alzheimer’s Disease". Podium Presentation.

Kshitij Verma, Tianzhu Zhang, Trevor M. Penning, Paul C. Trippier. "Discovery of Highly Potent
and Selective Inhibitors of AKR1C3 for the Treatment of Castration-Resistant Prostate Cancer and Acute
Myeloid Leukemia". Podium Presentation.
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CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS (cont’d)

Society for Neuroscience (SfN)

. . . i
SOCIETYﬁ)r Washington, DC * November 11-15, 2017
. Ronak Patel, Shyanne Page, Abraham Al-Ahmad.
W

NEUROSC[ENCI'« "Development of an in-vitro patient-specific neurovascular

unit based on induced pluripotent stem cells".

1|8 [ e p iy

NOVEMBER 12-15, 2017 | SAN DIEGO

AAPS * San Diego, CA * Nov. 12-15, 2017

Ahmed Alobaida, Jahidur Rashid, Taslim Al-Hilal, Fakhrul Ahsan. "Inhaled PLGA Particles of Rosig-
litazone as a promising targeted therapy for PAH".

Faleh Algahtani, Raktima Bhattacharya, Ekram Ahmed Chowdhury, Reza Mehvar, Ulrich Bickel.
"Differential Effects of Anesthetic Agents on Blood Brain Barrier Integrity as Determined by the Hydro-
philic Marker ['*C]Sucrose".

Ekram Chowdhury, F. Algahtani, R. Bhattacharya, R. Mehvar, U. Bickel. "Stable Labelled Isotopes
of Sucrose as Blood Brain Barrier Permeability Markers: Expanding the Application in Different In-Vitro
and In-Vivo Models".

Nehal Gupta, Parul Gupta and Sanjay Srivastava. "Novel therapeutic approach to overcome
paclitaxel resistance in breast cancer by targeting HER2/B3-catenin signaling”.

Srinidhi Jayaraman, Rui Zhu, Naomi J. Wangler, Yehia Mechref, Thomas J. Abbruscato, David A.
Ostrov, and Vardan T. Karamyan. "Discovery of Small Molecule Allosteric Activators of Peptidase
Neurolysin".

Kaisar MA, Sajja RK, Cucullo L. "A convenient UHPLC-MS/MS method for routine monitoring of
plasma and brain levels of nicotine and cotinine as a tool to validate newly developed preclinical smoking
model in mouse".

Kaisar MA, Sajja RK, Prasad S, Vijay V, Desai V, Cucullo L. "MitoCHIP based transcriptomic pro-
filing identifies Slc40a1 as a new biomarker of anti-retroviral drug induced BBB mitochondrial toxicity".

Yoon Jung Lee, Alejandra Fernandez, James Stoll. "Anticonvulsant Effects of Physical Activity in
a Mouse Chronic Corneal Kindling Model".

Hanumantha Rao Madala, Surendra Reddy Punganuru, Kalkunte Srivenugopal. “Development of
a novel non-diuretic brain-penetrating ethacrynic acid analog and demonstration of its potent efficacy in
orthotopic glioblastoma (GBM) models”.

Hanumantha Rao Madala, Surendra Reddy Punganuru, Kalkunte Srivenugopal. “IDH mutation-
inspired alpha-ketoglutaric acid mimics for epigenetic therapy of higher grade gliomas”.

Ali Sifat, Bhuvaneshwar Vaidya, Heidi Villalba, Mohammad Kaisar, Luca Cucullo, Thomas
Abbruscato. "Nicotine and E-Cigarette Exposure Alters Brain Glucose Utilization And Stroke Outcome”.

Kshitij Verma, Tianzhu Zang, Trevor M. Penning, and Paul C. Trippier. "Development of Novel
Therapeutics for Castration-Resistant Prostate Cancer (CRPC) and Acute Myeloid Leukemia (AML):
Design, Synthesis and Evaluation of Isoform Selective AKR1C3 Inhibitors".

Inside 3D Printing Conference g

San Diego, CA * Dec. 4-5, 2017 INSIDE oS U PRINTING
Hossam Kadry. "The Promise and Pitfalls of Currently CenmrEmEREs 8o EE RO
Available Feeding Materials for 3D Printing of Pharmaceutical Products". Invited Keynote Speaker.




2017 AAPS ANNUAL TTUHSC SOP
ALUMNI & FRIENDS RECEPTION
November 14 — 5:30-7:30PM
Marriott Marquis San Diego Marina -
Marriott Ballroom Salon 1; San Diego, CA

(I-r) Bhuvan 'Bob’ Vaidya, Nilesh Gupta,
Kshitij Verma, Hanumantha Rao Madala,
Nehal Gupta, Amit Rawat

(I-r) Drs. Quentin Smith
and Fakhrul Ahsan

(I-r) Jahidur Rashid,
Shabhriar ‘Abir’ Absar,
Md. Abul Kaisar,

Ali Sifat

(I-r) Drs. Fakhrul Ahsan, Vivek
Gupta, Sami Nazzal, Quentin Smith

SPRING CONFERENCES
International Alzhei ’
Stroke Conference zheimer's
Los Angeles, CA Drug Discovery
Foundation

Jan.24-26, 2018

12th Annual Drug Discovery for
Neurodegeneration Conference
Arlington, VA

Feb.4-6, 2018

AYAAAS | A¥NUALMEETING

AAC_R American Association
far Cancer Research
ANNUAL MEETING

2018 CHICAGO
April 14-18, 2018

"

S an Apion

* March 11-15 %
-1

C

EXPERIMENTAL BIOLOGY

North American Vascular
Biology Organization

S Iuly 23226,%201 8 , l-‘V’ashr’nq!Sn Universitydmst. Louis




Student Research Week (SRW) is an interdisciplinary event organized every year by students
of the Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences (GSBS) at TTUHSC Lubbock. The main objective of
SRW is to showcase the research and build a platform for interaction from there. SRW provides an
opportunity for students to present and explore new research, fostering interactions between students
and faculty. It is one of the largest events at TTUHSC, including over 300 participants. Now in its 30"
year, the theme for this upcoming SRW is “Protein Chronicles: From Unknown Structures to
Essential Functions”. This SRW is scheduled to take place March 20-23, 2018, with a vendor
show on March 20th, the poster competition on March 21st-22nd, a fundraiser banquet on March 22nd,
and the keynote addresses, select student presentations and awards ceremony on March 23rd.

Keynote Speakers featured at the event:
*  Francisco Bezanilla, Ph.D.
* Jane S. Richardson, Ph.D.

The theme aims to illustrate the very broad
scope of protein research, from identifying
molecular structures, to understanding the
mechanics of how they function to drive life.
While the event is hosted by the Graduate
Student Association of GSBS, the poster
competition is open to all research areas.
The judging criteria are set up to evaluate

a hypothesis and the methods used to
research that hypothesis, along with the
ability to clearly present those original ideas.
The research presented does not have to
be biomedical in nature.

For more information, go to:

ANNIVERSARY OF

Research Week

icles:

MHLHM E; .-'? I H.‘ A
s TO ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS

Sudent Research Week 2018

March 20-23

https://www.ttuhsc.edu/graduate-school-of-biomedical-sciences/student-research-week/
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2001
Vikas Agarwal, Ph.D.
Director, New Product Development
Taris Biomedical

vagarwal@tarisbio.com

Sivakumar Vaithiyalingam, Ph.D.
Review Chemist/Staff Fellow
Division of Chemistry
OPS/CDER/FDA

Rockville, MD
Sivakumar.vaithiyalingam@fda.hhs.gov

2002
Sami Nazzal, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Dept. of Pharmaceutics
College of Pharmacy
Univ. of Louisiana at Monroe, LA

nazzal@ulm.edu

2003
Paul Lockman, Ph.D.
Professor and the Douglas D.
Glover Endowed Chair
Dept. Basic Pharm. Sci., SOP
and the Assoc. Dir. for
Translational Res.
West Virginia University HSC
Morgantown, WV
prlockman@hsc.wvu.edu

2004
Fatima Mustafa, MS, RPh
Rite Aid
State College, PA 16801
fkhan810@gmail.com

Anitha Palamakula, Ph.D., R.Ph.
CDER/FDA

Rockville, MD

anitha 100@yahoo.com

Rakhi Shah, Ph.D.

FDA

Silver Springs, MD
rakhi.shah@fda.hhs.gov

Mohammad Nutan, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Dept. of Pharmaceutical Sciences
Rangel College of Pharmacy
Texas A&M HSC

Kingsville, Texas

mnutan@pharmacy.tamhsc.edu

2005
Anjaneya Chimalakonda, Ph.D.
Bristol-Myers Squibb Co.
Pennington, NJ
anjaneya.chimalakonda@bms.com

Ragini Vuppugalla, Ph.D.
Bristol-Myers Squibb
Princeton , NJ
ragini.vuppugalla@bms.com

Alamdar Hussain, Ph.D.

Dept. of Basic Pharmaceutical Sci.
College of Pharmacy

University of Oklahoma

Oklahoma City, OK
alamdar-hussain@ouhsc.edu

Haritha Mandula, Ph.D.
FDA
Derwood, MD

haritha.mandula@gmail.com

Jagan Mohan Parepally, Ph.D.
FDA

Derwood, MD
jagan.parepally@fda.hhs.gov

2006
Young Tag Ko, Ph.D.
Gwangiju Inst. of Science & Tech.
Gwangju, South Korea

youngtakko@gmail.com

Nusrat Motlekar, Ph.D.
FDA

Vaughan Wittman, Ph.D.

Director, Inmunoassay Dev.

Sanofi Pasteur VaxDesign Corp.
Orlando, FL
vaughan.wittman@sanofipasteur.com

Joachim Hartman, Ph.D.

CMC Dossier Leadership Manager,
Pharmacist, Chemical & Pharma-
ceutical Dev., Project & Dossier
Leadership Biopharma, Global
Research & Development

Merck KGaA

Darmstadt, Germany

joa-
chim.hartmann@merckgroup.com

Celee Spidel, Ph.D.

Pharm.D. Student

Texas Tech University HSC, SOP
Amarillo, TX
spidel@suddenlink.net

Julie Gaasch Lockman, Ph.D.
Director of Scientific Dev. and Res.
Pathfinder

West Virginia Clinical &
Translational Science Institute
Morgantown, WV
jmlockman@hsc.wvu.edu

Cornelia Kiewert, Ph.D
Stiftslinikum Mittelrhein gGmbH
Klobenz, Germany

connie.and.jo@web.de

2007
Chaitanya Chimalakonda, M.S.
CDER/FDA
Krishna.Chimalakonda@fda.hhs.gov

Jennifer Paulson, Ph.D., Pharm.D.
Target Pharmacy
Amarillo, Texas

paulson.jennifer@ymail.com

2008
James Egbert, M.S.
Seqwright DNA Technology Serv.
Houston, TX

Jiukuan Hao, Ph.D.

Dept. of Pharmaceutical Sciences
Winkle College of Pharmacy
Cincinnati, OH
haojn@ucmail.uc.edu

Shuhua Bai, Ph.D.

Dept. of Basic Pharmaceutical
Sciences, School of Pharmacy
Husson University

Bangor, ME

bais@husson.edu

Fancy Thomas, Ph.D.
Prescient Life Sciences
New Delhi, India
thomasfancy@gmail.com

Sharanya Vemula, Ph.D.
Vertex Pharmaceuticals Inc.
Cambridge, MA
sharanyavemula@gmail.com

2009
Katie Bennett, Ph.D.
TTUHSC, Clinical Lab.
Sciences Program
Molecular Pathology Program
Lubbock, TX
katie.bennett@ttuhsc.edu
Chandan Thomas, Ph.D.
Lake Erie College of Osteopathic
Medicine and School of Pharmacy
Dept. of Pharmaceutical Sciences
Bradenton, FL
cmthomas@lecom.edu

Lloyd Alfonso, Ph.D.
DYC School of Pharmacy
Buffalo, NY 14201

alfonsol@dyc.edu
Nikhil Vad, Ph.D.
Post Doc

Vontz Center for Molecular Studies
Cincinnati, OH
nikhil.vad@ttuhsc.edu

Imam Shaik, Ph.D.

Postdoctoral Associate

Dept. of Pharmaceutical Sciences
University of Pittsburgh SOP
Pittsburgh, PA

IHS4@pitt.edu

2010
Erika Wisdom, M.S.
Emerg. Mangmt. Program Manager
National Nuclear Security Admin.
Department of Energy
Los Alamos National Laboratory
Los Alamos, NM
erikawisdom@yahoo.com

Sunny Guin, Ph.D.
Research Instructor
Anschutz Medical Campus
University of Colorado
Aurora, CO
sunny.guin@gmail.com
Vamshi Manda, Ph.D.
Post Doc

University of Mississippi
Oxford, MS
mandavamshi@gmail.com

Ridhi Parasrampuria, Ph.D.

The State University of New York
Novartis Pharmaceutics Co
Buffalo, NY

ridhiprp@gmail.com

Sarah Willis, M.S.
Veteran’s Administration
Amarillo, TX

Vivek Gupta, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Biopharmaceutical Sciences
School of BioPharmacy
Keck Graduate Institute
Claremont, CA
vkg4280@gmail.com

Rajendar Mittapalli, Ph.D.
Associate Clinical Pharmacokineti-
cist Il

Abbvi Inc. (Abbott)

Chicago, IL
rajendarmrk@gmail.com

Arun Satelli, Ph.D.

MD Anderson Cancer Institute
Houston, TX
arun.satelli@gmail.com
Rachita Sumbria, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Biopharmaceutical Sciences
Keck Graduate Institute
Claremont, CA
Rachita_Sumbria@kgi.edu

Kunal Taskar, Ph.D.

Senior Investigator

Mechanism & Extrapolation Tech.
DMPK, UK

RD Platform Technology & Science
kunal.s.taskar@gsk.com

2011
Venkateswaran Chithambaram
Pillai, Ph.D.

University of Pittsburg
Pittsburg, PA
venki.c.pillai@gmail.com

Satyanarayana Goda, Ph.D.
Research Scientist
Formurex, Inc.

Stockton, CA

satyapharma@gmail.com

Vinay Rudraraju, Ph.D.
Safety Scientist
Daiichi Sankyo
Edison, NJ
virura@gmail.com

Li Yang, Ph.D.

Staff Fellow

FDA

Silver Spring, MD
ylwhzsd@gmail.com

Kaci Bohn, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Curricular Chair
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Harding University
Searcy, AR
kbohn@harding.edu

Russell Snyder, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Dept. of Biomedical Sciences
TTUHSC, Amarillo, TX

russell.snyder@ttuhsc.edu

(Continued on page 12)
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Bhavna Verma, Ph.D.
Post Doc

USC/Norris Comprehensive Cancer

Center

Los Angeles, CA
bhavnaverma80@rediffmail.com
Yan Xu, Ph.D.
Bristol-Myers-Squibb

New Brunswick, NJ

yannxu@gmail.com

Shashi Kudugunti, Ph.D.
Research Associate
Repligen Corporation
Waltham, MA
skudugunti@repligen.com

Ramakrishna Samala, Ph.D.

Sr. Research Associate

Dept. of Pharmaceutical Sciences
TTUHSC, Amarillo, TX

ramakrishna.samala@ttuhsc.edu

2012
Prabodh Kandala, Ph.D.
Scientist
ADT Formulations
Catalent Pharma Solutions
Somerset NJ
732-537-6502
prabodh.kandala@gmail.com

Siva Koganti, Ph.D.

Postdoctoral Research Associate
Dept. of Internal Medicine,
Cardiovascular Medicine
University of lowa

lowa City, IA
Koganti:2468@gmail.com
Snehal Padhye, Ph.D.
Formulation Scientist
Biovolutions Inc

Woburn, MA
snehal.padhye@gmail.com

2013

Hussaini Syed Sha Qhattal, Ph.D.
Senior Scientist

DPT Laboratories

San Antonio, TX 78229
Hussaini_mph@yahoo.com

Shuangling Zhang, Ph.D.
Postdoctoral Associate
University of Minnesota

zsl_2008@163.com

Chris Adkins, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

School of Pharmacy

South University

Savannah, GA
cadkins@southuniversity.edu

Mamoon Rashid, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor

Dept. of Pharmaceutical Sciences
Appalachian College of Pharmacy
Oakwood, VA

tturashid@gmail.com
Kaushik Shah, Ph.D.
Pharmacist
Walgreens

Midland Odessa, TX
Kaushik.K.Shah@gmail.com

Ameya Paranjpe, Ph.D.
Raleigh, NC

2014
Shahriar (Abir) Absar, Ph.D.
Clinical Pharmacologist
Office off Clinical Pharmacology
Office of Translational Science
CDER/FDA
Silver Spring, MD
Mohammad.Absar@fda.hhs.gov

Nina Blakeman, Ph.D.
Grand Canyon University

College of Nursing and Health Care

Professions (On-line)
Tulia, TX

Parul Gupta, Ph.D.
Senior Scientist
Pfizer Inc.

La Jolla, CA
pearlets@gmail.com

Brijesh Patel, Ph.D.
Director R & D

DS Laboratories

Tampa, FL
Brijesh@dslaboratories.com

Sharad Sharma, Ph.D.
Postdoctoral Associate
Pharmaceutical Sciences

State Univ. of New York at Buffalo
Buffalo, NY

Naomi Wangler, Ph.D.
Alfaisal University
Saudi Arabia
naomiwangler@gmail.com
Manoj Banjara, Ph.D.
Postdoctoral Research Fellow
Cleveland Clinic

Cleveland, OH
banjarm@ccf.org

Nilesh Gupta, Ph.D.

Chief Scientific Officer / Co-Founder

Neofluidics LLC

Lubbock, TX (head office)
Carlsbad, CA (currently living)
nileshgupta1203@gmail.com

Jun Liu, Ph.D.

Scientist

Primera Analytical Solutions Corp.
Princeton, NJ

Subhasree Nag, Ph.D.

Trainee Scientist — Bioanalytical
Method Development/Validation
Cheshire, CT
Subhasreea.na mail.com
Kamrun (Shumi) Nahar, Ph.D.
ORISE Fellow

US FDA

Silver Spring, MD
Knahar.ttu@gmail.com

2015
Rajiv Balyan, Ph.D.
Clinical Pharmacology Fellow
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital
Medical Center
Cincinnati, OH
Rajiv.Balyan@cchmc.org

Raktima Bhattacharya, Ph.D.
Texas A&M University SOP
College Station, TX
raktima1@yahoo.com

Pooja Naik, Ph.D.

Post Doc Research Associate
Dept. of Rheumatology

John Hopkins University SOM,
Baltimore, MD
naik.pooja12@gmail.com

Vindhya Edpuganti, Ph.D.
Post Doctoral Fellow

Emory Institute for Drug Dev.
Emory University

Atlanta, GA
Evindhya@gmail.com
Md. Kowser Miah, Ph.D.
Post Doctoral Fellow

University of Pittsburg
Pittsburg, PA
kowserdu11@gmail.com

Raghavender Chivukula, Ph.D.
Post Doctoral Fellow

Stanford Research Institute (SRI)
Menlo Park, CA
Raghu.Chivukula@sri.com

Neel Fofaria, Ph.D.

Strategy Consultant

Mumbai, India

Fofaria.neel mail.com

Md. Rashedul Islam, Ph.D.

Post Doctoral Research Fellow

Neuroprotection Research Lab

MGH/Harvard Medical School

Boston, MA

Ri.phdu36@gmail.com

Sukesh Voruganti, Ph.D.

Sr. Research Associate

UT Southwestern Medical Center

Dallas, TX

Sukesh.Voruganti@gmail.com
2016

Kito Barrow, Ph.D.

Dallas, TX

kbarrow28@gmail.com

Alejandra Fernandez, Ph.D.

Post Doctoral Fellow

Emory University

Atlanta, GA

afernand611@gmail.com

Md. Jahidur Rashid, Ph.D.
Post-doctoral Research Associate
University of Utah

Division of Clinical Pharmacology
Department of Pediatrics

School of Medicine

Salt Lake City, UT
Jahidur.Rashid@hsc.utah.edu

Debasish Basak, Ph.D.
Post Doctoral Fellow
MD Anderson
Houston, TX

Rana_basak@yahoo.com

Tanvirul Hye

Assistant Professor

Dept. of Pharmaceutical Sciences
TTUHSC, Abilene, TX
Tanvirulhye@gmail.com

2017
A.G.M. Mostofa, Ph.D.
Postdoctoral Fellow
Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, FL
agmmostofa2013@gmail.com

Benard Ogola, Ph.D.
Postdoctoral Fellow

Tulane University School of Med.
Dept. of Pharmacology

New Orleans, LA
bogola1348@gmail.com

Jee Hyun Park, Ph.D.
Postdoctoral Scientist
Eli Lilly and Company
Rockville, MD
jeehpark17@gmail.com

Alok Ranjan, PhD.
Postdoctoral Fellow
National Institute of Health
Bethesda, MD
Alok.rnjn03@gmail.com

Shikha, Ph.D.
Postdoctoral Fellow
Northwestern University
Evanston, IL
Shikha.bitm@gmail.com

*For more detailed information on
an alumni OR for any changes/
additions, please contact Teresa at
Teresa.Carlisle@ttuhsc.edu.




GSAA BULLETIN BOARD

GSAA students participated Fall 2017 in:

September
*Back to School Picnic, Thompson Park
*Ramps Across Texas, building handicap ramps

October
*Amarillo Heart Walk, American Heart Association
*Ice Skating/Halloween Party

November

*Bowling Night

*Eveline Rivers Christmas Project, gift wrapping

December

*Christmas Garden of Lights, Amarillo Botanical
Gardens

*Clothing Drive, Salvation Army, Goodwill

Social & Community Events Planned
for Spring 2018 (tent.):

January
*Tutoring for Children, High Plains Children’s Home
*Movie Matinee

February
*Alive and Aware Health Explosion, Resource and
Health Fair

March

*Trampoline Fun Jump at Starz Gymnastics
*Ski Trip - Denver, Colorado

April

*TBD

May

*TBD

GSAA Events

Back-to-School Picnic
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Christmas Garden of Lights,
Amarillo Botanical Gardens

Congratulations Congratulations to
to Benard ‘Ben’ Nilesh and Parul
Ogola and his wife, Gupta on the
Veronica, on the birth birth of their
of a new baby girll baby girll

Welcome to Malia! Welcome to Trividha!




